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PREFACE. 



THE following "Illustrative Texts and Texts 
Illustrated," have appeared in the numbers 
of " The Day of Days " for 1872. When asked by 
the Editor, the Rev. Charles Bullock, to send some 
Biblical Illustrations to the Magazines, I acceded 
to his request, though much pressed with parochial 
duties, because I had long sympathised with his 
noble efforts to supply healthy religious literature to 
the middle and lower classes of the country. The 
niustrations are simply fragments, for the most 
part suggested by the sermons of each succeeding 
month. I should not have thought such ephemeral 
productions worthy of appearing in a separate form 
had I not been assured that some readers of " The 
Day of Days " had derived instruction, and others 
comfort, from the thoughts introduced in them. If 
a single additional gleam of light should fall upon 
any passage of God's most precious Word, through 
the perusal of these pages, the writer will be more 
than satisfied. 
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*' For many years," said Lather, '' I have read the whole Bible twice erery 
year. It is a tree which is large, massy, and tufted, and all its words are so 
many branches and twigs. There is not one of its branches, not one of its 
twigs, which I hare not shaken, to discoyer whether anything could be found 
upon it ; and I have always discovered, even on the most slender branch, two 
or three apples, two or three pears, which dropped into my hands." Watch, 
xxii. 61.— Quoted by ITAubigne in his " Rationalism and Popery Refuted," 

** Look as it is on a starry night, if you cast your eyes upon many spaces 
of the heavens, at the first glance perhaps you shall discover no stars there ; 
yet, if you continue to look earnestly and fixedly, some will emerge to your view 
that were before hid and concealed ; so is it with the Holy Scriptures ; if we 
only glance curiously upon them, no wonder we discover no more stars, no more 
glorious truths beaming out their light to our understanding. . . . When we 
have obtained the knowledge of those things that are absolutely necessary to 
salvation, there yet remains such depths of wisdom, both in the manner of 
Scripture expression, and in the mysteriousness of things expressed, that, 
after our utmost industry, still there will be left new truths to become the 
discovery of a new search."— (S^ermon **Ontiie Use of the Holy Scriptures," by 
Bishop Hopkins. 
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** Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea." — 
t MiCAH vii. 19. 

WHEN the man whose heart has been truly 
stricken for sin searches God's Word for 
those passages which speak of pardon to return- 
ing prodigals, many and precious are the promises 
which meet his eye, and which breathe peace and 
rest to his soul. With Micah, he is constrained 
to exclaim, " Who is a God like unto Thee, that 
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the trans- 
gression of the remnant of this heritage? He 
retaineth not His anger for ever, because He de- 
lighteth in mercy. He will turn again ; He will 
have compassion upon us ; He will subdue our 
iniquities ; and Thou mlt cast all their sins into the 
depths of the sea."*^ 

Probably the simile before us has a referenc/^ \si 
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the 15th verse, where the prophet speaks of Israel's 
"coming out of the land of Egypt;" when, as 
Moses sings, " Pharaoh's chariots and his hosts 
hath He cast into the sea . . . the depths have 
covered them: they sank into the bottom as a 
stone." Just as the waves of the Red Sear closed 
over the enemies of Israel, so the blood of Jesus 
Christ covers all the believer's sins. 

The truth conveyed by this illustration is brought 
out still more strikingly when we think of the 
words " depths of the sea" in their more general 
significance. The land-surface below the waters of 
the ocean, with its valleys and mountains, its plains 
and chasms, as far as we can judge, is simply a 
counterpart of the land-surface above. We know 
that there are " depths of the sea" far greater be- 
low the surface of the ocean, than the heights of 
the loftiest mountain above its level. It is said 
that Lieutenant Maury fathomed 25,000 feet in 
the North Atlantic, and that Lieutenant Brooke 
sounded depths in the Indian Ocean even far 
beyond this. 

After a wild and stormy night, you may have 
walked as I have upon a beach strewn with the 
planks and spars of a wreck, and seen the hull of 
the ship itself stranded high on the shore. If that 
vessel had foundered in the middle of the Atlantic 
or Indian Ocean, you might have sailed over the 
spot the next day, and not a trace of her would be 
seen — she would be lying in the "depths of the 
sea." God says, " I will cast all their sins " — not 
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into the shallow places where, so to speak, they 
may be cast up and seen again j but — " I will 
cast all their sins into the depths of the sea^ The 
ocean covers the tiniest pebble and the loftiest 
mountain; and the ocean fulness of Christ's blood 
covers not only the weakest infirmities of our 
nature, but also the deepest depravities of our 
lives. 
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*' Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is 
forgotten before God ? But even the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered." — Luke xii. 6, 7. 

AEISTOTLE, one of the wisest of ancient philo- 
sophers, taught, as did the Epicureans and 
Academics, that the gods had a general super- 
vision over the affairs of mankind, but that their 
providence was not a particular one ; in other 
words, that it did not extend to individuals or 
to special things. How different from the cold- 
ness of this creed is the comfort realised by the 
humble disciple of Jesus, as he listens to the teach- 
ing of the Divine Word. The Master tells him 
that He who " telleth the number of the stars," 
numbers the very hairs of his head : that God not 
only has the most accurate knowledge of, but also 
exercises the most tender forethought for, the 
minutest objects of creation. The little birds 
which abound in every thicket " cannot fall to the 
ground without your Father." He takes His dis- 
ciples to the market. "Are not two sparrows sold 
for one farthing?" [Matthew x. 29], but if you 
buy two farthingsworth, is not one thrown in? 
" Are not Jive sparrows sold for two farthings ? " I 
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tell you that that little bird which is thrown in was 
not " forgotten before God." 

The Psalms abound with references of the same 
kind. How soon the tame bird knows the hand 
which feeds it. You may hold the seed in your 
closed fingers, but habit tells the bird what the 
garner contains. How its eyes wait upon you ! 
Doubtless many a time did David, when a shepherd, 
feed each lamb or sheep with a special morsel from 
his hand. When contemplating God's providential 
care, he sings, " The Lord is good to all, and His 

tender mercies are over all His works 

The eyes of all wait upon Thee. .... thou 
openest thine hand and satisfiest the desire of every 
living thing ; " or, as it is literally, " satisfying 
every living thing with (the object of) its desire." 

Let each reader of these lines seek to know 
more of the heart of God as revealed in His Word, 
and he will watch more closely each movement of 
His hand as manifested in His ways. When we 
know that a God of Grace lays the " foundation " 
of inward mercies with " sapphires," we soon learn 
that the fence with which a God of Providence 
surrounds us is a circuit of " pleasant stones." 



6 ILLUSTBATIVB TEXTS, 



III. 

<' And I will raise up for tfaiem a plant for renown, and they sliall 
be no more consumed with hunger in the land." — Ezek. xxxiv. 
29. 

T VENTURE to think that the force of this 
■'- passage has not been given by writers on the 
Book of Ezekiel, from the fact that they have not 
seen the point of the illustration used — " a plant 
for renown ; " or, as it literally is, "a plantation 
for renown." 

I believe that the prophet refers to a well-known 
habit of Eastern shepherds. In the 23d verse we 
read : '^ And I will set up one Shepherd over them, 
and He shall feed them, even my servant David ; 
He shall feed them, and He shall be their shep- 
herd." ^^And I will cause the shower to come 
down in his season; there shall be showers of 
blessing." As a consequence the pastures shall 
be rich with herbage ; the shepherd shall lead his 
flock into "pastures of tenderness." But how 
when the rainy season has long since past ? how 
when the autumn is come, — when the grass is 
scorched and withered ? how when the ground is 
covered with snow? At such times the Syrian 
shepherd leads his flock to forests which are care- 
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fully preserved for this purpose. Here his whole 
day is spent in the bushy trees, cutting down the 
tender twigs and the branches covered with leaves 
with which he feeds his flock. At such a time, 
when the supply of food necessarily involves much 
toil, the character of the shepherd comes out. 
Then a " good " shepherd literally " feeds " his 
sheep ; but for his care, they must die. " I will 
raise for them a plantation for a name : they shall 
no more be consumed with hunger in the land." 
^' And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are 
men, and I am your God, saith the Lord Grod." 

Happy is the covenant people pastured by 
Jehovah Jesus : For them blessing succeeds bless- 
ing : when the grass fails, He raises up a planta- 
tion. The " Good Shepherd " supplies food for 
the winter as well as the spring. From the ex- 
perience of the past, the believer looks with holy 
confidence to the future. " The Lord is my 
Shepherd; I shall not want." 



\ 
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" Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, 
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners ? " — Song 
OF Sol. vL 10. 

T^HE three noble reservoirs in the Valley of Urt&s, 
-*- which the traveller passes on his way from 
Jerusalem to Hebron, called by the Arabs, El- 
Bur&k — " the tanks," are, without doubt, " the 
pools " constructed by Solomon, of which we read 
in the book of Ecclesiastes : "I made me great 
works : I builded me houses ; I planted me vine- 
yards: I made me gardens and orchards, and I 
planted trees in them of all kinds of fruits : I made 
me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that 
bringeth forth trees" (ii. 4, 5, 6). The subter- 
ranean fountain which feeds the highest of these 
reservoirs, is most probably the " spring shut up, 
the fountain sealed" (Sol. iv. 12). These 'Spools" 
made the whole valley a paradise of verdure and 
beauty. Here was the " garden inclosed." Here the 
king ^^went down into the garden of nuts to see 
the fruits of the valley, and to see whether the vine 
flourished, and the pomegranates budded" (Sol. 
vi. 11). 
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Almost the whole of the imagery of the book of 
Canticles seems to have been suggested by the visits 
which Solomon paid with his queen to the gardens 
at Etham. Josephus, I think, throws light on the 
passage before us. He tells us that it was the 
habit of Solomon to leave Jerusalem in the early 
morning, " sitting on high (in his chariot)," clad 
in a " white garment, '^ " clear as the sun," and 
accompanied by 2000 horsemen, — " young men in 
the most delightful flower of their age," their long 
hair "sprinkled with dust of gold," clothed in 
Syrian purple, and yet in full armour. His escort 
was " terrible as an army with banners." We have 
but to place his queen by his side, in " her clothing 
of wrought gold," " fair as the moon," and we have 
the explanation of the outward letter of the question 
asked by the friends of the bride, when they beheld 
her leaving the palace on Zion, as the first streaks 
of the dawn began to appear over the heights of 
Olivet: "Who is she that looketh forth as the 
morning, fair as the moon?" for she reflects the 
glory of the bridegroom who, in his glistening 
raiment, is " clear as the sun," and is amid his 
retinue " terrible as an army with banners." 

In the words of this verse we have progressive 
degrees of light. This gradation may refer to the 
amount of gospel light enjoyed by the Church in 
different ages. No sooner had Adam fallen, than 
God, in His infinite mercy, revealed to him a com- 
ing Eedeemer. The promise of the " woman's seed" 
was as the first gleam of the morning shining into 
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the midnight darkness of Adam's souL With the 
call of Abraham, and in him the election of Israel, 
came fresh and increasing manifestations of light. 
Under the types and shadows of the ceremonial 
law, the Gos])el was more fully revealed ; but the 
light of the ceremonial law, like that of the moon, 
was one of reflection. "As the sun paints the 
clouds with a variety of glorious colours, which in 
their own nature are but dark and lowering vapours 
exhaled from the earth," so, says M^Ewen, " when 
the Sun of Righteousness arises, even the carnal 
ordinances and commandments of the Law, dark 
and earthly as they seem, are gilded by its beams, 
and wear a smiling appearance." The tabernacle was 
but a " worldly sanctuary ; " and yet to the eye of 
the "Israelite indeed " it was radiant with beauty ; 
for it reflected the light of Jesus. It was "fair 
as the moon." Under the Gospel dispensation the 
Church was "clear as the sun." On the cross of 
Calvary, in Christ's resurrection and ascension, 
the Sun of righteousness shone in His meridian 
splendour. The cross of Christ was the noontide 
of Divine glory. 

Following out this idea of progression, I cannot 
but think that the expression, " terrible as an army 
with banners," refers to the second coming of 
Christ, — ^the consummation of all things ; when the 
Church shall indeed be " terrible," for " the saints 
shall judge the world." The Church in every age 
jbas of necessity been a " Church Militant." When- 
she has been, so to speak, in full moon, 
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whenever she ha^ reflected most fully the Spirit 
of Jesus in her life, whenever she has held most 
distinctly and clearly the doctrine of justification 
by faith— that in Him she was " clear as the sun," 
then she has most fulfilled her mission, — then 
she has been most adverse to her foes. Whenever 
she has been "fair as the moon, and clear as 
the sun," then has she been " terrible as an army 
with banners." 
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V. 

'* Thai ibe bones wbich Tbou hast broken may rejoice.*' — 

Psalm U. 8. 

I WAS lately speaking to the chaplain of a 
I>jndon hospital about a case in which we were 
mutually interested. My friend said, " The sur- 
geons will break his leg this afternoon." I replied, 
" Is this absolutely necessary ? " The answer was, 
** If they do not, he will be a cripple for life." The 
patient's ** bones" were literally to be "broken," 
that he might afterwards " rejoice." 

As the bones constitute the framework of man's 
body, the breaking of them is used in Scripture as 
a strong but expressive figure of the overwhelm- 
ing grief which prostrates body and mind. Thus 
Hezekiah laments : " As a lion will He break all 
my bones." The words of the text may be taken 
as illustrative of God's general dealings with souls 
whether in convincing of sin, or in chastening by 
sorrow. Under the operation of the Holy Ghost 
the soul is taught that it cannot walk, much less 
run in the way of God's commandments, until the 
" bones " of self-righteousness are " broken ; " that 
man can say, " I will keep Thy precepts with 
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my whole heart," until, with David, he has learned 
that " the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a 
broken and a contrite heart, Grod, Thou wilt not 
despise." 

Every Christian who reads these lines knows by 
experience that his greatest griefs have proved his 
chiefest blessings, his deepest sorrows his highest 
joys. He can say with Paul, " Now no chastening 
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; 
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby." Is ai>y reader crying, with David, under 
a deep consciousness of sin, " Have mercy upon me, 
Lord, for I am weak ; Lord, heal me, for my 
bones are vexed?" The bones which God has 
broken must and will rejoice. " As one whom his 
mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; • . . 
and when ye see this your heart shall rejoice, and 
your bones shall flourish like an herb." 
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" Get thee down, that the riin atop thee not." — 
1 Kings xviii. 44. 

Xj^VERY person who has read Paley's *^ Horse 
■'^ Paulinae," or Professor Blunt's " Scriptural 
Coincidences," must have been struck with the 
argument for the veracity of the Bible, derived 
rom the "undesigned coincidences," the ^'examples 
of consistency without contrivance," with which 
the Book abounds. 

The eighteenth chapter of the First Book of Kings 
is peculiarly rich in such specimens. Take the 
verse before us : " Go up, say unto Ahab, prepare 
thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop 
thee not." The plain of Esdraelon is completely 
surrounded with hills; Carmel, and the hills of 
Manasseh gird it on the south ; Tabor and Gilead 
and Little Hermon on the east ; the hills of Galilee 
on the north ; and lower hills fence the plain from 
the sea-shore on the west. After a heavy shower 
innumerable little streams flow from these moun- 
tain-sides iuto the plain beueath. The Kishon, 
which drains it from a mere "brook," rapidly rises 
into a deep and turbid torrent; whilst the plain 
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itself becomes a morass. When " the stars in 
their courses fought against Sisera," we are told 
that the " horse-hoofs were broken by means of 
the plungings of their mighty ones." 

In the battle of Tabor, which was fought between 
the French and Syrian armies, in the spring of 
1799, when General Kleber, with 1500 men sus- 
tained the attack of 25,000 men until Napoleon 
came down from Nazareth, many of the fugitives 
were drowned in the Deburich, a feeder of the 
Kishon, which in summer is completely dry. 

Ahab, in driving from Carmel to Jezreel, a dis- 
tance of sixteen or seventeen miles, would have to 
cross the plain. From the cause just mentioned a 
heavy shower of rain in a few hours would turn the 
paths now deep with the dust of a three years' 
drought into an impassable bog. Hence the admo- 
nition of the prophet : '' Get thee down, that the 
rain stop thee not^ 
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VII. 

** That we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the 
oldness of the letter." — Romans vii. 6. 

T^HE economy of the Gospel is to put a man in a 
-■- new condition, and then he will appear in a 
new character. St Paul says, " Now we are de- 
livered from the law, that being dead wherein we 
were held; that we should serve in newness of 
spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter." 

This statement of the apostle was strikingly 
illustrated in the history of Israel. The Law was 
given not to Israel in Egypt, but to Israel delivered 
out of the bondage of Egypt. God first puts Israel 
into a new condition — a state of liberty — ^before 
He expects Israel to appear in a new character. 
The fulfilling of the law was to be the test of 
gratitude and love for a redemption received: 
^^And God spake all these words, saying, I am 
the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou 
shalt have no other gods before Me," etc. ^^ K ye 
love Me, keep My commandments." 

Take an illustration of this text from daily life. 
We go into a mechanics' shop. The workmen leave 
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at 6 P.M. I enter the room at 5.45. I see one 
man looking at the clock — sluggishly move his 
tools — again look up— again work. At last the 
clock strikes. Down go his tools ; he hastens home. 
I note a striking contrast in another man who 
seems absorbed in his work. The clock strikes, but 
still he works ; his eye has not noted the flight of 
time. I linger, but still he works, and sings as he 
works. I go to him, and ask, " Why do you remain 
at work when your fellow-workman has left the 
shop?" He smiles, and says, "Oh, the other 
man is a hireling; he is paid by the hour. My 
father owns the shop. Of course I am anxious 
that his work should turn out well. I have an 
interest in the business. He is a good father to 
me," &c. 

The hireling serves in the " oldness of the letter ; " 
the son in the " newness of the spirit." " I will 
run in the way of Thy commandments," says David, 
" when Thou hast enlarged my heart." 
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VIII. 

" Stewards of the mysteries of God." — 1 Cor. iv. 1. 

T^HERE is, probably, hardly a reader of these 
-■- pages who sometime or other has not used 
the phrase, "It is a mystery!" by which you meant 
that something had happened which you could not 
comprehend. It is very evident that this is not the 
meaning of the word as sometimes used in the New 
Testament, from the simple fact that our Lord said 
to His disciples, " Unto you it is given to knoro the 
mysteries of God " (St Luke viiL 10; St Matt xiii. 
11). The general meaning of the word, — I shall 
not attempt to speak of each distinct use of it, — is 
something at present hidden which will be revealed, 
as in 2 Thess. iL 7, or something which wns once 
hidden but is now revealed. St Paul says, " By 
revelation He made known unto me the mystery, 
which in other ages was not made hnown unto the 
sons of men as it is now revealed unto His holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit" (Ephes. 
iiL 6). 

We shall find that aU the great leading doctrines 
of Divine Revelation are spoken of as mysteries, or, 
if not mentioned distinctly, as comprehended in the 
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one expression, "Mystery of the faith " (1 Tim. iiL 
9). The Incarnation is called a mystery, "Without 
controversy great is the mystery of godliness ; God 
was manifest in the flesh" (1 Tim. iiL 16). The 
love of Christ to the Churchy typified by the 
marriage union, is called a mystery : " This is a 
great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and 
His Church" (Eph. v. 32). The Resurrection is 
called a mystery : " Behold, I show you a great 
mystery ; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all 
be changed," &c. (1 Cor. xv. 51). The partial 
blindness of Israel is called a mystery : " For I 
would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of 
this mystery . . . that blindness in part is 
happened to Israel" (Bom. xi. 25). The ^'Man of 
sin " is called a mystery : " The mystery of ini- 
quity doth already work." The doctrine of Pre- 
destination is called a mystery: "The mystery of 
His will " (Eph. i. 9). Revelation j as having its 
soucce in God, is called the *' Mystery of God " 
(Col. ii. 2); as coming to us through the media- 
tion of Christ, " The mystery of Christ " (Eph. 
iii. 4) ; as containing the glad tidings of peace, 
the " Mystery of the Gospel" (Eph. vi. 19). We 
see that revelation, both as to its source, its 
channel, and its subject, is called a mystery. The 
" Mystery of the faith " never could have been 
gained by reason, but is given by revelation. It 
is "the faith once delivered to the saints." 

We have in the sentence, " Stewards of the 
mysteries," a most striking illustration of the 
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position of ministers of the Gospel. The steward 
was the chief servant who distributed to the house- 
hold the food which was given to him by his 
master for that purpose. The position was one de- 
manding faithfulness. ^* It is required in stewards, 
that a man be found faithful." The steward had 
no business to keep anything back ; his duty was 
to dispense the food to all ; hence the words of our 
Lord, " Who then is that faithful and wise steward, 
whom his lord hath made ruler over his house- 
hold, to give them meat in due season." The 
master decides the nature of the food, the servant 
distributes it. K any part be withheld, the steward 
wrongs his master and defrauds his charge. The 
Master has given to every minister of the Gospel 
certain mysteries, these he must preach, each, alL 
In the reign of Charles II., certain bankers 
amassed large fortunes by clipping the king's coin; 
they were called " clippers." Are there not many 
" clippers " in the ministry, men who deface the 
king's coin? Let us illustrate the verse before 
us. 

A nobleman has a house with many rooms* In 
his absence he wishes the house to be thrown open 
to the public. It contains many rarities. His 
orders are strict. Let the visitors roam over the 
house, but whatever else you do, show them the 
rooms called " The Mysteries." You cannot mis- 
take. I have painted the name over each door: 
" The Mystery of His Will," " The Mystery of the 
Goapel,^^ &c. The servants, however, have their 
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favourite rooms. To be good guides they ought to 
study each room carefully; but no, of the house 
generally some of them know little. One man is 
never happy but in one special room, in this he 
delights. Visitors come ; he at once ushers them 
into the " Mystery of His will." You cannot 
get him out of it; as to the opposite room, the 
" Mystery of the Gospel," he entirely forgets it, 
and yet the Master specially ordered that " every 
creature was to see it." Another servant never 
takes the visitors anywhere near the door of the 
room called the " Mystery of Iniquity." The 
visitors never even hear of its existence. It is 
evident that the faithful servant or steward is he 
who simply obeys the master, and shows all the 
" mysteries " to all who come. 

If any brother minister condescend to read these 
pages, I would say, may both writer and reader 
exclaim with St Paul, " Let a man so account of 
us as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God." 
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IX. 

" "Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow." — Psalm li. 7. 

T^HE terrible sin of David in the matter of Bath- 
-■- sheba was, under the teaching of the Spirit of 
God, the means used for giving him a deep insight 
into the utter corruption of his heart : " Behold, I 
was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me." Hence in this Psalm David prays, 
not so much for the pardon of any one particular 
sin, as for the complete renewal of his whole nature. 
He cries for pardon, but he does not forget to pray 
for purity. This desire for personal holiness is 
strikingly shown in the words, " Wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow.'''* 

"There are two words," says Dr Mant, "in the 
Hebrew language, to express the different kinds of 
washing, and they are always used with the strictest 
propriety." One word simply expresses the clean- 
ing of the surface of a thing, as of a plate, or the 
skin, — the other signifies a washing which "per- 
vades the substance," as in the washing of clothes. 
The garment is soaked through and through, so 
that the defilement which is in it may come out. 
" Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
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cleanse me from my sin." Is not this idea of 
inward purification also implied in the illustration 
which the Psalmist uses of the ^* snow? " Our Lord 
compares the mere professor to a ^^white-washed 
sepulchre ; " chip off the thin coating of whitewash 
from the wall, and you come to a darker substance 
beneath. Dig deeply into a snow drift, and it is 
white right through. May you and I, dear reader, 
listen to the admonition of God by the mouth of the 
prophet Jeremiah : " Jerusalem, wash thine he§rt 
(as a garment) from wickedness, that thou mayest 
be saved ; " then the promise is ours : " Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as 
snow." 
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X. 



** Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the 
pit whence ye are digged." — Isaiah li. 1. 

MR BIRKS, in his Commentary on the Book of 
Isaiah, says that the " rock " and the " pit " 
in this verse are " two striking figures for the 
moral hardness and debasement of men, unrenewed 
by Divine grace. The separation of souls from 
this rock and pit needs the power of God, and can 
be effected by this alone. Hence they must here 
•allude to that Chaldean idolatry in which Abraham 
and Sarah once lived, and from which they had 
been brought out by the call of God alone. The 
God of glory had hewn them out of this rock of 
stubborn heathenism, and digged them out of its 
pit of idolatrous abasement, so that they became 
the foundation stones of a living temple, the root 
of that tree and stock, to which the faithful of all 
time belong." 

I have given this comment because of its sim- 
plicity and distinctness, but I believe that it is 
juBt possible that the " rock " and the " pit *' were 
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suggested to the mind of the prophet by the 
Bezetha cavern at Jerusalem; in any case this 
special "rock" and "pit," to my mind, afford a 
striking illustration of the truth of the text. The 
entrance to the Bezetha cavern is near the 
Damascus gate, and is well known to those who 
have visited Jerusalem. This immense cave is the 
quarry from which the magnificent stones of the 
temple were hewn. Here the traveller sees the 
niches in the wall from which the blocks were 
taken, corresponding in size and form with the 
huge stones in the south-east corner of the Haram 
area. The ground beneath his feet is covered 
with chippings, the dressings of the stone. The 
mark of the chisel is seen on every side. These 
chambers and galleries now so silent once resounded 
with the workman's tool. We have most probably 
in this subterranean masons' yard the explanation 
of 1 Kings vi. 7 : "The house was built of stone, 
made ready before it was brought thither: so that 
there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of 
iron heard in the house while it was in building." 

" No workman's steel, no ponderous axes rung, 
Like some tall palm, the noiselesa fabric sprung." 

But to return to this cavern as an illusration of 
Isaiah li. 1. — Above ground at Jerusalem was 
Solomon's temple, a priceless gem of beauty; 
every stone fitted into its place in most perfect 
line, all carefully, and some curiously wrought by 
the highest Phoenician art. But whence its origin? 
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Beneath the ground was " the rock from whence 
it had been hewn " and " the hole of the pit," the 
mgged, dark quarry, from whence it had been 
digged. How typical of Israel as a nation, raised 
to such glory, and yet her foundation stones taken 
out of the pit of " Chaldean idolatry," from which 
as Mr Birks observes, " they had been brought out 
by the call of God alone." 

Israel as a nation was a type of Jesus : " Out of 
Egypt have I called my son." Israel's temple was a 
type of His body : " Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it again ; " and thus the temple at 
Jerusalem becomes a type and picture of the Israel 
of God, the Church of Christ, which is His body. 
Behold this glorious temple ! As we think of the 
saints of God, of Moses and David, of Peter and 
Paul, and of those His children whom we have 
known, and in whom His grace has been manifest, 
with one of the disciples we exclaim, " See what 
manner of stones and what buildings I " How 
beauteous are the graces which adorn the believer's 
soul I Are these to be causes of pride ? They are 
monuments of mercy, exhibitions of grace ; behold 
in them from first to last the work of the Spirit ! 
Are you children of God and heirs of eternal life ? 
Like Abraham and Sarah, until called of Him, you 
were dead in trespasses and sins, heirs of eternal 
wrath. Are you stones of the spiritual temple, 
upon wliicli the chisel of the Spirit has wrought 
His fair designs? ^^Look unto the rock from 
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whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit," 
the dark and cormpt nature, from whence ye are 
digged. 

I cannot close this paper without mentioning 
one stone in the Bezetha cavern which deeply 
impressed my mind. It was a block which had 
been carefully squared by the mason's art. I 
wondered* that it had not been removed to form 
part of the temple. As we came nearer I found that 
it had not been detached on the back side from the 
parent rock. The mark of the chisel was everywhere 
upon it, but the labour had been in vain, for some 
reason the work had not been finished. How many 
attend our churches, seem in earnest about their 
souls from time to time, kneel at the table of the 
Lord; the mark of the chisel is upon them, for 
they have been influenced by the pastor's care and 
teaching ; but something keeps them back, — they 
are not actually separated from the world. Would 
that this stone from the Bezetha cavern were a 
silent preacher to some reader of this little volume ! 
As you read the touching story of the young man 
in the gospel, you see your own image. Some one 
thing is keeping you back. Remember that unless 
you are incorporated into the spiritual temple in 
time, you will be left in the cavern of darkness 
throughout eternity. " The Spirit and the Bride 
say come;" Jesus says, " Come;" to whom coming, 
as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, 
but chosen of God, and precious, " you also as a 
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lively stone will be " built up a spiritual house/' 
1£ so, throughout eternity with adoring gratitude 
you will " look unto the rock from whence ye are 
hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are 
digged." 
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XL 

**Ab Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so have I also sent 
them into the world." — St John xviL 18. 

"INVERT traveller to Jerusalem is charmed by the 
-*^ little paradise of verdure at the foot of Ophel, 
— " the King's Garden " (Neh. iu. 15). The eye,, 
wearied by the monotonous grey of the bare lime- 
stone hills around, rests with delight on this oasis 
in the desert Whence its verdure ? This part of 
the valley is irrigated by the " waters of Siloah," 
which still, as in the days of Isaiah, " flow softly" 
(viiL 6). The interpretation of the word Siloam 
is "sent" (St. John ix. 7). Our Lord, in sending 
the maij that was "born blind" to this special 
pool, evidently intended to direct his thoughts to 
Himself as the Healer — the Messiah — " the Sent 
One of God." 

Is not Jesus a " Siloam " to His people ? If your 
heart, dear reader, be fertile and fruitful like the 
"King's garden," it is because of the secret and 
" soft flowing " influences of His grace. Wherever 
Jesus is received. He becomes to the recipient as 
the streams of Siloam. " Hearken to me, ye that 
follow after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord." 
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were not your souls naturally like a " waste place ? " 
Whence, then, these aspirations after God, these 
desires for holiness, these longings to glorify your 
Lord? "The Sent One" has fulfilled in you His 
promise to Zion : " He will make her wilderness 
like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the 
Lord " (Isa. li. 3). 

But, says the Saviour, " As I am Thy Siloam in 
the world, even so are they, — my disciples, — Siloams 
in the world." What a noble mission is that of 
the followers of Jesus ! to be the Lord's conduits, 
to fertilise and refresh — to be as the " soft flowing 
waters " of Siloam in our homes and families, and 
wherever our influences reach. " He that watereth 
shall be watered also himself." 

** Oh grant that I, like this sweet well, 
May Jesus' image bear ; 
And, spending life, my all to teU 
How full His mercies are.*' 
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XII. * 

" Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another." — 

St Mark ix. 50. 

"I? ROM the very earliest ages salt seems to have 
-■- been used in oriental countries as an emblem 
of that which endures. We can easily see how a 
substance which is an antidote to corruption and 
decay, became the outward symbol of perpetual 
amity and peace, — " a covenant of salt for ever." 

Hence, to typify the imperishable love of Jehovah 
to Israel, an express command was given that salt 
was never to be absent from the altar of burnt- 
offering : '^ With all thine offerings thou shalt offer 
salt" (Lev. xi. 13). 

Every one who has sojourned in the East has 
some story to tell of the sacredness attached by 
Arabs to a compact which has been ratified by salt : 
how the man who one day would have plundered 
you of all, will the next day sacrifice everything he 
values, if need be, if in the meantime you have 
tasted his salt. I cannot but think that in the 
verse before us our Lord refers to this well-known 
fact. An unseemly quarrel had taken place amongst 
His disciples. " What was it that ye disputed among 
yourselves by the way ? But they held their peace ; 
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for by the way they had dispnted among themselves 
who should be greatest." The very children of the 
desert teach the disciples a lesson. They had been 
brought " into the bond of the covenant," they had 
eaten of the ^* king's salt," had been ** salted with 
the salt of the palace " (Ez, iv. 14). How can they 
dispute who are bound by the most solemn obliga- 
tion to perpetual amity and love ? ** Havc salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace one with another." 

In the British Syrian schools at Beyrout, I have 
seen the daughters of Maronite and Druse, — of the 
murdered and murderer, — sit side by side in mutual 
love. They had tasted of the salt " We know 
that we have passed from death unto life, because 
we love the brethren." 
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XIIL 

" Awake, north wind ; and come, thou 0outh ; blow upon my 
garden, that the spices thereof may flow out" — SoNO of Sol. 
iv. 16. 

TN the verses preceding the passage before us, 
■*• Christ has been describing His Church under 
the similitude of a garden. He has enumerated 
the variety of plants and spices which it contains. 
But there is no breath of air to move the leaves, to 
stir the fragrance of the spices. All is still ; and 
therefore He prays for the Holy Spirit to breathe on 
His garden, " that the spices thereof may flow out." 
He invokes the reviving influences of the Holy 
Ghost, under the familiar emblem of the wind. It 
may not be unprofitable to consider the winds 
which are mentioned as illustrating the diverse 
operations of the Spirit, so necessary to make the 
Church and the individual member of it more fruit- 
ful and fragrant. 

In the Bible we read of four prevailing winds, 
answering to the four cardinal points ; and hence 
we have the expression " four winds," as equivalent 
to the four quarters of the hemisphere. " Come 
from the four winds, breath, and breathe upon 
these slain that they may live." Why are these 
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two special winds mentioned ? Why not pray for 
the west wind or the east wind ? We answer that 
the west wind in Palestine invariahly brought rain. 
" When ye see a cloud rise out of the west, straight- 
way ye say, There cometh a shower ; and so it is." 
In this allegory Solomon has depicted the rainy 
season as over. " The winter is past; the rain is 
over andgoney The east wind is one to be dreaded; 
sweeping over the parched desert, it withered up 
vegetation. Hence the words of the prophet Ezekiel, 
'' Yea, behold, being planted, shall it prosper ? shall 
it not utterly wither when the east wind toucheth 
it?" (Ezek. xvii. 10). May the Lord, who has so 
graciously tended our beloved Church of England 
in times gone by, never send His east wind upon 
it, as upon rebellious Ephraim, because of our 
negligence, to " quicken those things that are ready 
to die." ^' An east wind shall come, the wind of 
the Lord shall come up from the wilderness, and 
his spring shall become dry, and his fountain shall 
be dried up " (Hos. xiii. 15). 

The supplication for the awaking of the north 
wind and the coming of the south wind, winds 
blowing from opposite points of the compass, points 
out the diverse operations of the Spirit, which are 
so necessary for the garden. As Sibbes observes, 
" We see that the courses that Christ takes, and 
the means that He uses with His Church, may 
seem contrary ; but by a wise ordering all agree in 
the wholesome issue. A prosperous and an afflicted 
condition are contrary ; a mild and a sharp course 
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may seem to cross one another ; yet sweetly they 
agree in this, that as the Church needeth both, so 
Christ useth both for the Church's good." 

The north wind rarely blows, but is naturally 
the coldest of the four. We read in the book of 
Ecclesiasticus xliii. 20, ^^ When the cold north wind 
bloweth, and the water is congealed into ice, it 
abideth upon every gathering together of water, 
and clothed the water as with a breast-plate." 
Nipping as the north wind is, it is most beneficial 
in its results. When the heavens are clouded, and 
the light of the sun is hidden behind a curtain of 
mist and vapour, the bracing and invigorating wind 
disperses the darkness and gloom. ^^ The north 
wind driveth away rain " (Prov. xxv. 23). " Fair 
weather cometh out of the north'' (Job xxxvii. 
22). 

In the 9th verse of the 37th of Job, " north " 
is translated in the margin ^' scatterings^ wind, 
for the reason just stated. When clouds of un- 
belief and sin, arising from corruption and Satan, 
gather around the soul — ^when the Sun of Kight- 
eousness is hidden from the believer's view, the 
north wind is needed. A trying dispensation, a 
fatherly chastisement, is sent, and deeper know- 
ledge of the utter corruption of the heart, under 
the convincing power of the Holy Ghost, is given. 
The wind is keen and cutting, but how it ''scatters " 
the clouds. How Jesus is sought and seen ; nothing 
at such a time comes between the soul and '' the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
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image of God." It was when the north wind of 
affliction was blowing with its most chilling blast, 
that David exclaimed, " The Lord is my light and 
my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is 
the strength of my life ; of whom shall I be afraid ? " 
It is the believer s comfort that all creation obeys 
Jesus, and therefore He can recall the north wind 
at His pleasure. ^^ What manner of man is this, 
that ^ven the winds and the seas obey Him 1 " 

The south wind blows from the Arabian peninsula, 
and is necessarily hot. Our Lord said, " When 
ye see the south wind blow, ye say. There will be 
heat ; and it cometh to pass" (Luke xii. 55). "How 
thy garments are warm," said Elihu, "when he 
quieteth the earth by the south wind " (Job xxxviL 
17). Here the south wind is said to calm and 
soothe. The Spirit not only wounds but heals; 
not only convinces of sin but of righteousness; 
not only convicts but comforts and consoles. The 
south wind quiets the soul, and sweetly whispers 
rest and peace. 

** Lord, let Thy love, 
Fresh from above, 

Soft as the south wind blow. 
Call forth its bloom, 
Wake its perfume. 

And bid its spices flow." 

" Awake, north wind; and come, thou south ; 
blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may 
flow out." Christs prays that His Church, under 
the influences of the Spirit, may make her presence 
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felt; her goodness must appear; she must be a 
"fountain of gardens;" her spices must "flow 
out." May we each, dear reader, be not as a box 
of ointment closed, but like the box of spikenard 
broken in the house of Mary, so emblematic of the 
presence of Jesus, which filled all the house with 
its sweetness. The Master would have our name 
to be as a savour. May it be said of each one of 
us, as of Him, " Because of the savour of thy good 
ointments, thy name is as ointment poured forth." 

" Awake, heavenly wind, and come; 
Blow on this garden of perfume. 
Spirit Divine ! descend and breathe 
A gracious gale on plants beneath." 
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XIV. 
" It is good for me that I have been afflicted." — Psaxm cxix. 71. 

TN Miss E. J. Whately's very interesting Life of 
-*- her Father, the celebrated Archbishop of Dublin, 
a fact is recorded, as told by Dr Whately, with 
reference to the introduction of the larch-tree into 
England. When the plants were first brought, the 
gardener, hearing that they came from the south of 
Europe, and taking it for granted that they would 
require warmth, — forgetting that they might grow 
near the snow-line, — ^put them into a hot-house. 
Day by day they withered, until the gardener in 
disgust threw them on a dung-heap outside ; there 
they began to revive and bud, and at last grew into 
trees. They needed the cold. 

The Great Husbandman often saves His plants 
by throwing them out into the cold. The nipping 
frosts of trial and affiction are ofttimes needed, if 
God's larches are to grow. It is under such disci- 
pline that new thoughts and feelings appear. The 
heart becomes more dead to the world and self. 
From the night of sorrow rises the morning of joy. 
Winter is the harbinger of spring. From the 
crucifixion of the old man comes the resurrec- 
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tion of the new, as in nature life is the child of 
death. 

'* The night is the mother of the day, 
And winter of the spring ; 
And ever upon old decay, 
The greenest mosses spring." 

" It is good for me that I have been afflicted ; for 
before I was afflicted I went astray : but now have 
I kept Thy word." 
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XV. 

'* You hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 

sins." — EPHESiANsii. 1. 

T WAS walking one evening outside the walls of 
•*• Jerusalem, when, as I passed the Moslem 
graveyard, I saw a woman kneeling by a tomb, 
and heard her speak — ^but to whom ? She was 
addressing her deceased husband, telling him, — a 
regular custom among Moslem widows, — all of 
interest that had happened since she last knelt 
there. " What folly," said I to myself, " to talk 
to the dead I " And then came the thought — ^but 
if Jesus had been present, how different ! The 
dead heard His voice and lived. At His command 
the daughter of Jairus awoke from the sleep of 
death, the young man of Nain arose from his bier, 
Lazarus came forth from his tomb. 

It would be as useless for ministers of the 
Gospel to preach to dead souls as for the Moslem 
widow to speak to the corpse of her husband, were 
it not that Jesus is present with them. " Lo, I 
am with you alway, even to the end of the world." 
^' When you speak, I speak," and " the Son quick- 
eneth whom He will." The Prophet's vision is 
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fulfilled in every age of the Church. The bones of 
the valley are still very many and still very dry ; 
but there are yet Ezekiels set apart of God the 
Holy Ghost to prophesy, " Ye dry bones, hear the 
word of Jehovah." The command is still obeyed, 
and the same results still follow. The Spirit of Life 
still joins bone to his fellow, and clothes with 
sacred flesh and skin ; and then, by His creative 
power, transforms the lifeless form into a being 
instinct with animation, with energy and life. 
Hence the statement of the Apostle, "You hath 
He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins." 
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XVI. 

"And there shall be no more sea." — Eev. xxi. 1, 

A THOUGHTFUL writer has observed, " That 
-^ all history, however accurately written, is of 
necessity partly written in a language that needs 
to be translated, and for this purpose it must be 
carried away and read in the very scene where 
the events occurred that are described in it." This 
is peculiarly so with the Bible, which has innumer- 
able points of contact with the land in which the 
writers lived, and in which the events narrated 
occurred. Not only is the language of the Bible, 
as that of all history, moulded by the physical for- 
mation of the country, but also by the habits, and 
customs, and modes of thought of its inhabitants. 

The idea which the Jews had of the sea has left 
its impress, I think, upon this verse, and upon 
many others in the Bible. In passing I would 
observe, that the physical position of Palestine 
explains several facts about the sea, as described 
in the Word of God. The words ^^west," and 
" sea," are often used as synonymous terms in the 
Hebrew Scriptures, from the fact that the Mediter- 
ranean was the western boundary of the land. 

Again, among the many references to the sea in 
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the Bible, there is no allusion to the tide, which is 
very natural when we remember that the authors 
were only acquainted with a " tideless sea." I 
return at once to the idea which the sea seems to 
have suggested to the Jewish mind. The Jews 
were not a commercial people. Jerusalem, their 
capital, was a centre of religious life, not of com- 
mercial enterprise. National exclusion prevented 
intercourse with Gentile nations. The Greeks 
built their cities on the coast, their ships were 
found on all waters, and were the source of national 
prosperity. The great cities of Israel, on the 
contrary, Hebron and Jerusalem, Shechem and 
Samaria, were among the mountains. Their only 
port, if you can call it such, was Jaffa, and this, 
as Dean Stanley observes, "only received the rafts 
which floated down from the coasts of Tyre." 
CflBsarea was a noble city, and had a world-famed 
harbour, but it was Gentile rather than Jewish. 
Its erection was a sign of national decadence ; its 
builder was a Roman rather than a Jew. 

It is interesting to note, that most of the refer- 
ences to the sea in the Word of God are such as 
speak of terror and dread, rather than beauty and 
delight. " The floods have lifted up, Lord, the 
floods have lifted up their voice ; the floods lift up 
their waves. The Lord on high is mightier than 
the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty 
waves of the sea." 

Among the curses for disobedience, pronounced 
upon Israel from Ebal, we find recorded, as if 
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seemingly a climax of woe, " And the Lord shall 
bring thee into Egypt again with ships " (Deut. 
xxviii. 68). Isaiah describes the enemy of Israel, 
Assyria, as a wreck abandoned in a storm, but 
depicts the security of Zion as an inland city : 
" Thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet haiitation 

there the Lord will be our glory, a place 

of rivers, and wide-spreading streams, wherein 
shall go no galley with oars^ neither shall stately 
ships pass thereby '^'^ (Isaiah xxxii. 21). 

Whether the words of St John are to be taken 
literally, we cannot say ; whether the fires which 
shall purify the surface of this sin-stained earth 
at the Day of Judgment shall dry up the solitudes 
of the ocean, or whether its wastes shall be needed 
to supply a dwelling-place for the multitude which 
" no man can number," we are not told — it would 
be idle to speculate ; but to the mind of John, as 
a Jew, the sentence, " There shall be no more sea," 
would suggest no diminution of pleasure in his 
thought of the " new earth," but rather an element 
of joy, when be pictured the heavenly kingdom as 
a region of perfect security, where terror, unrest, 
and disquiet should for ever have passed away. 
Many a broken-hearted widow, many a sorrowing 
parent, mourning for loved ones lost at sea, can 
sympathise with the feelings of John when he 
described the new earth as without such a remem- 
brance of sorrow. 

There is another view of the expression, " There 
shall be no more sea," more obvious, perhaps, to 
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some minds than the one which I have just stated, 
and which doubtless has occurred to many of my 
readers, as it has to several expositors of this verse 
— The position of John when he wrote the words. He 
tells us that he was banished to the " Isle that is 
called Patmos, for the Word of God, and for the 
testimony of Jesus Christ." How the heart of the 
faithful shepherd must have been with his absent 
flock ! How constantly must he have longed for 
the communion of saints ! How he must have 
thought with tender solicitude of the dangers which 
beset the churches over which he had been placed ! 
The sea was that which separated, " There shall be 
no more sea ! " Happy words, speaking of union 
entire and complete; of fellowship dissevered. 
Earthly homes must be broken. The hearth we 
have loved in childhood and youth must be left. 
Many a sorrowing Jacob is now separated from his 
Joseph, and has to weep over the grave of his 
Rachel. Jonathan may love David with a love 
" passing the love of women," and yet they must 
sever. The elders of Miletus ^' wept sore, and fell 
on Paul's neck, and kissed him, sorrowing most 
of all . . . that they should see his face no more." 
Paul had to exclaim at Caesarea, " What mean ye 
to weep, and break mine heart?" 

The history of the past is the reality of the pre- 
sent, but soon shall there be a " new heaven, and a 
new earth ; for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away, and there was no more sea,^^ 
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XVII. 

" The righteous shall flourish as the palm-tree." — 

Psalm xcii. 12. 

T^HE full force of these words is, I think, seldom 
■*- understood. The righteous man is compared 
to a palm-tree, not only because its presence in the 
wilderness indicates moisture^ without which it 
could not grow (Exod. xv. 27) ; not only because 
of its uprightness (Solomon's Song vii. 7; Jer. x. 
5); not only because themoreitisT^^e^A^^rfthe more 
fruit it yields — ^whence the Latin proverb, '^ Palma 
buspondere crescit*^ (Heb. xii. 11) ; not only because 
the height of the palm determines its age (Eph. iv. 
13); not only because it is an evergreen which out- 
lives the seasons, and resists the force of storm and 
tempest, and thus furnishes a" striking emblem of 
victory (John xii. 13 ; Rev. vii. 9), — ^but specially 
because, being an endogen^ its growth is from within; 
and thus, while the centre is soft, it presents so 
hard an exterior that no parasitic plant can destroy 
its life. 

'^ The righteous," says the Psalmist, " shall flourish 
as the palm-tree ; " the internal work of grace in 
his heart enables him to present a firm front against 
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the temptations which would otherwise destroy the 
force of his spiritual life. As Professor Balfour, to 
whom I am indebted for the thought, observes in 
his " Botany and Religion," " The allurements of 
the world twine round him, and he is surrounded 
by trials and temptations ; but they do not impede 
his growth : he towers above all, pointing heaven- 
wards." 
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XVIII. 

" Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines : for onr 
vines have tender grapes.*' — Song of Sol. ii 16. 

TN this well-remembered verse of the Canticles, 
-■- the " little foxes," or jackals, are spoken of as 
devastating the vineyards. Their fondness for the 
grapes is well known in the East. These " little 
foxes " have become quite ^' household words,'* as 
illustrative of what are called — by no means a 
happy expression — "little sins." A vineyard, if 
it be tolerably well fenced, is much more liable to 
harm from the little foxes than the great ones, 
because the less get in through holes which exclude 
the greater. Christians generally guard against 
great temptations, but are often caught unawares 
by allowing what appear little temptations to enter 
the soul. It was the statement of a very evident 
truth when John Newton said, that many a child of 
God who was enabled by His grace to check every 
rebellious thought, if He removed some loved one 
by death, lost his temper if a child broke his vase, 
or a servant committed a blunder. 

These " little foxes," completely hidden beneath 
the large leaves of the vine in the terraces of the 
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vineyard, sucking the '' tender grapes," and crush- 
ing and bruising others at every movement, are 
very picturesque as illustrations of those '' secret 
sins " — the hidden faults, the admitted foolishnesses 
of thought — which do so much to destroy the tender 
buds, our aspirations for higher and holier things ; 
and thus retard the growth and mar the beauty of 
our religious life. 

The early Fathers constantly applied the text to 
the excommunication of heretical teachers from the 
Church of Christ ; and this interpretation of " the 
foxes " is quite in accordance with the language of 
Scripture. God, when speaking by the mouth of 
the prophet Ezekiel, says, " Israel, thy prophets 
are like the foxes in the deserts." And then as if 
to say, " The presence of these 'foolish prophets ' 
in your midst arises from your own carelessness," 
he adds, " Ye have not gone up into the gaps, 
neither hedged the hedge for the house of Israel." 
If the rulers of the Church of Christ in different 
periods of her history had listened to the command 
of her Head to nip heresy in the bud, to cast out 
the " little leaven " which so soon leavens the 
*^ whole lump," to 'Hake " ''the little foxes," 
many " tender grapes " would have been saved, 
and they themselves would have been spared much 
trouble. 

I have introduced the verse to the reader as being, 
to my mind, one of comfort in the presence of so 
much error in the Church of Christ in the present 
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day. The passage suggests this thought : — The 
'' little foxes " would not have appeared had it not 
been for the " tender grapes." They did not 
trouble the vine when it seemed dead ; but when 
the winter was past, and the '' vines with the tender 
grape " gave " a good smell," then they were seen 
in the vineyard. Elements of evil are inseparable 
from times of religious revival. The same condi- 
tions which produce the preaching of truth produce 
the teaching of error. In winter the clod has no 
apparent life — the good seed has been sown in 
it, and lies beneath its surface. You do not see 
the wheat, neither do you see the weeds — it is 
winter. By and by the same sun, the same soil, 
the same showers — the influences which call forth 
the one — will soon evoke the other. The tender 
blades of wheat have hardly pierced the soil before 
the weeds begin to crop above its surface. One 
hundred years ago Christianity seemed dead in this 
country. As regards religious life it was winter 
time, both in the Church of England and out of it. 
Were there any Romanising teachers in her pale ? 
They were unheard of. When, however, the winter 
was past, when a mighty revival took place, then 
they began to appear. The philosophy of the fact is 
not hard to be seen. I, however, simply state the 
fact itself. With the " tender grapes " appeared 
the " little foxes," who have done and are doing so 
much to " spoil the vines " of that beloved branch 
of the Catholic Church to which we belong. 
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XIX. 

" For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are 
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the 
Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings." — 
Heb. ii. 10. 

nPHE verb to mjcike perfect in the Greek signifies 
-'- also to consecrate to an office. Hence the same 
words which the English version of Lev. viii. 22 
translates " ram of consecration," are rendered in 
the Septuagint as ^^ram of perfections." The priest 
under the law was " consecrated," or " perfected," 
to his offices by the blood of a ram. Christ was 
*^ made perfect " or " consecrated " to His office as 
Priest to the Church by His own sufferings — ^by 
the blood of His own sacrifice. " And being made 
perfect He became the Author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey Him." (See also Heb. vii. 
28, where " consecrated for evermore " is in the 
margin " perfected.") 

Though this is probably the primary meaning of 
the Apostle, yet it may refer generally to the fact 
that it was necessary for the Lord to suffer in ordeiv. 
that He might be perfectly able to sympathise with 
His brethren in their sorrows. ^^ In all tbeii 
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afflictions He was afflicted." '' He hj passion^^'* as 
it has been said, " acquired compassion.'*'* '^ For 
in that He Himself hath suffered, being tempted, 
He is able to succour them that are tempted." 

It is recorded of the late Captain Vicars that he 
singularly won the hearts of the soldiers under his 
command. Whilst keeping his own position he put 
himself into theirs. An incident in connection 
with his life in the Crimea will illustrate the verse 
before us. In those bitter winter nights, which 
even now we can hardly bear to think of, when our 
brave soldiers slept out in an almost Arctic cold, 
they naturally gave way to some murmurs; but 
when the men under Captain, Vicars learned that 
he absolutely refused to avail himself of special 
protection and comfort so long as his men suffered, 
and that he preferred to share their trials, all 
murmurings ceased. How could they complain 
when their captain for their sakes volunteered to 
share their hardships ! As regards his sympathy 
with and his relationship towards the men, their 
captain was "made perfect through sufferings." 
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XX. 



"For both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are 
all of one ; for which cause He is not ashamed to call them 
brethren."— Heb. ii 11. 

npHE object of the writer of this Epistle to the 
-*- Hebrews is, in the first place, to declare the 
Deity of Jesus, — His communion of nature with 
the Father ; then His humanity, — His communion 
of ^nature with ourselves. The one leading thought 
of the second chapter of the epistle is the Brother- 
hood of Jesus. 

In this Epistle the verb to sanctify or make holy 
is used in a sacrificial or ceremonial sense, — it 
means the setting apart or purifying by blood. 
The high priest, argues St Paul, who " sanctified 
Israel, " made an atonement for them, and " made 
them clean from all their sins before the Lord," 
was of the same flesh and blood with themselves. 
He whjo entered into the holiest in their behalf was 
their brother. *^Take thou unto thee Aaron thy 
brother .... that he may minister unto Me in 
the priest's office." " He who sanctified and they 
who were sanctified were all of one" nature. 
Jesus Christ, who is now exalted at the right hand 
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of the Father, and wears our nature, in His infinite 
condescension does not disclaim the relationship. 
No; for this very purpose He formed the connection. 
He became our Brother that He might become our 
Priest ^' For which cause He is not ashamed to 
call them brethren." 

It is told of the celebrated Archbishop Tillotson, 
who was the son of a Yorkshire clothier, that upon 
one occasion his father came to see him in London. 
It so happened that when the father arrived there 
the son was acting as host to a most distinguished 
party. Instead of being ashamed of his relationship 
with the old man in his plain dress and broad 
Yorkshire brogue, and instead of keeping him in 
another room, as many would have been tempted 
to do, he brought him forward, and with great 
deference presented him to the company as his 
" father." 

The great "High- Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus," though raised to such marvellous dignity, 
is not ashamed of His relationship with us, poor and 
degraded though we be. He speaks and thinks of 
us continually now, and when we reach the portals 
of heaven He will acknowledge us before angels 
and men as His brethren. " For both He that 
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of 
one ; for which cause He is not ashamed to call 
them brethren." 
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XXI. 

** I will declare Thy Name unto my brethren ; in the midat of the 
church will I sing praise unto Thee." — Heb. ii 12. 

OT PAUL, if he be the writer of this Epistle, as I 
^ think he is, quotes this verse from the Twenty- 
second Psalm to prove his statement in the previous 
verse, *^He that sanctifieth and they who are 
sanctified are all of one. " Fear of death was the life- 
long trial of Jesus. Death was to Him the penal 
infliction on sin, but that not His own. " Who in the 
days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers 
and supplications, with strong crying and tears, unto 
Him that was able to save Him from death, was 
heard in that He feared." The words of the Twenty- 
second Psalm, " the Psalm of the Cross," express 
in prophecy the dying experiences of Jesus. Thus 
we read that His prayer for deliverance from death, 
i.e. J from its curse and sting, was heard; that the 
gloom of the cross departed ; and that, ere He gave 
up the ghost, a gleam of sunlight shone into the 
midnight darkness of His souL In adoring 
gratitude He exclaims, " I will declare Thy Name " 
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— speak of Thy dealings — " unto my brethren : in 
the midst of the congregation will I praise Thee." 

Never was this passage so forcibly impressed on 
my mind as in St Paul's Cathedral, on the day of 
the National Thanksgiving. England, ceasing to 
be Jacob, had become Israel. In answer to a 
nation's prayer, the heir to the throne had been 
recalled from the very entrance of the dark valley 
of the shadow of death. It was a thrilling moment 
when the Queen and Prince entered the Cathedral 
— when the vast congregation stood up before them; 
and more deeply so when Queen and Prince knelt 
before the King of kings. The text of the Arch- 
bishop — " Members one of another " — reminded us 
that prince and people, peer and peasant, were " all 
of one " — that the nation was but a family. The 
Prince of Wales, by his very presence, as he 
returned thanks to God for His great mercy, as it 
were before the whole nation, seemed to exclaim in 
the words of the Prince of the house of David, " I 
will declare Thy Name unto my brethren : in the 
midst of the congregation will I praise Thee." 

Throughout eternity, Jesus, as the Priest and 
Elder Brother of the Church,, will lead the praises 
of His brethren in songs of gratitude for His 
deliverance from death. 
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XXIL 

*' It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the 
sea : for I have spoken it, saith the Lord Gbd." — Ezek. xxvi. 5. 

npHE city of Tyre is now simply a miserable fishing 
-'- village, doing a small trade in tobacco grown 
in the neighbourhood, and in millstones from the 
Hauran. What a striking contrast to the emporium 
of commerce, the city in whose bazaars were found 
luxuries which enriched " the kings of the earth 
with the multitude of" her "riches and of" her 
" merchandise ! " 

No city or port in Syria seems to speak to the 
heart with such power of the truth of prophecy as 
Tyre, whose fall was predicted with such clearness 
and accuracy of detail. Some reader may say. But 
did not Ezekiel prophesy that the very site of the 
city should be unknown? I would remind the 
interrogator that there were two Tyres — Palaetyrus, 
the old or continental Tyre, and Insular or New 
Tyre. As Bishop Newton observes, some prophecies 
refer to the one, some to the other. No one knows 
where Palaetyrus stood. When Alexander besieged 
Insular Tyre, his only hope of taking the city was 
to construct a mole, and thus connect it with the 
mainland. In forming this mole, his materials 
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were taken from the ruins of the ancient city. " I 
will make thee a terror, and thou shalt be no more: 
though thou he sought for^ yet thou shalt never be 
found again^ saith the Lord God " (Ezek. xxvi 21). 
And again : '' And they shall lay thy stones and 
thy timber and thy dust in the midst of the water. ^^ 
It is a matter of history, how after a seven months' 
siege, Alexander took the city, and burnt it 
" Behold, the Lord will cast her out, and He will 
smite her power in the sea ; and she shall be devoured 
with fire'''* (Zech. ix. 4). 

I was much impressed, when visiting Tyre, with 
the sight of the literal fulfilment of the verse at the 
head of this fragment. The present village, — city 
I cannot call it, — stands upon the junction of the 
island with the mainland to which I have already 
referred. After passing through some narrow filthy 
bazaars, we came upon the harbour, where one or 
two fishing boats represented the navy of the city 
^' whose merchants were princes." All at once our 
attention was attracted to some nets spread out to 
dry. We were on the site of Insular Tyre, — that 
Tyre which in her haughtiness had said, " I am a 
god : I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the 
sea." "With our own eyes" we saw the fulfilment 
of the twice-repeated prophecy : " Thou shalt be a 
place to spread nets upon.^^ 

" Dim is her glory, gone her fame ; 
Her boasted wealth has fled ; 
On her proud rock, — alas ! her shame, — 
The fisher's net is spread.'' 
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XXIII. 

*' Blessed is that servant whom his Lord, when He cometh, shall 
find 80 doing." — St Matt. xxiv. 46. 

A NY person who compares the Christian literature 
-^ of the present day with that of any period since 
the blessed Reformation, must be struck with the 
place which the Second Coming of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ holds in it. For generations 
our clergy had been praying, '' Thy kingdom come," 
but how few had entered Enoch's ministry, saying, 
" Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands 
of His saints." Many of those who were looking 
back with humble faith to the Atonement of their 
Priest, forgot to look forward with joyful hope to 
the return of their King. Now, it would seem that 
in many a pulpit the subject of the Second Coming 
of Christ holds that due position which it had in 
the preaching of Peter and Paul. As a consequence, 
much attention is given generally to the subject of 
prophecy. But how much of evil has mingled with 
the good ! Hastily written books, propounding the 
wildest theories, are eagerly read and as easily 
received. Who does not know some of God's people 
who stretch text after text upon the rack until they 
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are made to cry out " Yes " to their favourite view? 
Saddest of all, practical work for the Master seems 
to be neglected, whilst this most solemn of all sub- 
jects is being continually discussed, not always in 
the best spirit, as to the how, and the when, and 
the where, '' of the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." 

A master leaves his home for a journey to a dis- 
tant land; the servants know not when he will 
return ; but each has his or her work to do. As 
time rolls on, all desire to see the master, to whom 
they are sincerely attached. The question of his 
return is often discussed, until it becomes a positive 
evil. John and the cook hold different theories, not 
only as to the time of his return, but also as to the 
manner of it. John is sure master will come back 
by sea. Cook thinks he will return by land. John 
says, ^^One thing, 1 know, we shall see his cab 
come down East Street." Cook says, ^' I am certain 
he will come down West Street." They stand in 
the window and look out by the hour ; and unless 
you had seen it, you would hardly credit what timfe 
they waste over this endless discussion, and what 
warm words they use. You could hear them all 
over the house. They appeal to the housemaid, who 
sometimes joins them. She answers, " All I know 
is, I expect my master any moment, and I have 
much to do." She thought he would have come 
yesterday — everything was dusted — ^his room was 
ready. She knew he loved flowers, and she had 
been pleased to deny herself to have some on his 
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table. He may come to-day. So again she carefully 
goes over everything. The vase is refilled. You 
may see from the smile which beams on her face 
from time to time what is in her thoughts : " Master 
may come to-day ! '* and she thinks of his hearty 
'' Thank you ! "— " WeU done, good and faithful 
servant ; " and his smile of gratification as his eye 
catches the flowers. " Blessed is that servant 
whom his Lord, when He cometh, shall find so 
doing." 



62 ILLUSTBATIVE TEXTS, 



XXIV. 

"Wifch "Whom is no variableness.** — St James i. 17. 

THE general idea of the apostle in this passage 
seems to be, that just as in the physical world 
all the changes from light to darkness, from day to 
night, the clouds and shadows, arise from the earth 
and its movements, and not from the sun, so all sin 
and the consequences of sin, as seen in the moral 
darkness which surrounds us, all the change and 
decay, the gloom and the sadness, are in us and 
from us, and not in Him and from Him; for " God 
is light, and in Him is no darkness at all." "Every 
good and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, with Whom there is 
no variableness^ neither shadow of turning." 

The word " variableness " is in the original par* 
allage : hence our word parallax. What is the 
meaning of the term ? It is " the apparent dis- 
placement of an object caused by a change of place 
in the observer." For instance, if a reader of 
The Day of Days looked at the sun from Oxford or 
Worcester, and at the same time another of our 
readers looked at the sun from London, each 
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observer would see the sun in an apparently different 
point in the sky. The " variableness" is in them, 
I need not say, and their positions, and not in the 
object which they view. On account of this " ap- 
parent displacement" astronomers refer all their 
observations to the earth's centre, and thus the 
" variableness " is destroyed. 

This so strikingly illustrates the truth St James 
sets forth, that, without entering into any discus- 
sion as to whether the apostle used the term 
" parallax " as a technical term of astronomy, we 
at once note its application. How often Christians 
speak as if God's countenance were changed toward 
them ? How often do they see Him, so to speak, in 
a different point in the heavens, forgetting that all 
changes of feeling, all doubts and fears, all " vari- 
ablenesses" are in themselves, and not in Him. 
These clouds which hide their Sun are vapours of 
earth and not from heaven. '' I the Lord change 
not." 

There is one centre of observation to which we 
should continually refer all our uncertainties with 
reference to God's dealings and His seeming change 
of position towards us, and that centre is the Cross 
of Christ. Here all " variableness " ceases, and 
God is seen by all His people in the same character. 
From this stand-point the adoring expression of 
each heart is, " God is love." ^^ Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 

Again, all the diverse views which are held by 



64 ILLUSTRATIVE TEXTS, 

sceptics with reference to God and His attributes, 
with reference to the Deity of Christ and His atone- 
ment, and with reference to the work of God the 
Holy Ghost and His influence on the human heart, 
arise from the fact, that God is considered from the 
stand-point of each man's reason, and not from the 
central point of Revelation. '' Of His own will 
begat He us with the Word of Truths Hence the 
unity of doctrine in the Church of Christ in all 
ages. 

The stand-point of the Bereans is the stand-point 
of the Sixth Article of the Church of England, and 
all who take it see with St James that God is the 
" Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning." 
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XXV 

'* The water that I shall give him shall be ia him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life." — St John iv. 14. 

T^VERY one who has read with any care the 
^ addresses of Christ must be struck, not only 
with their illustrative character, but, which is very 
important in the use of illustrations, with their 
perfect adaptation to the case in point. The force 
of His imagery is heightened from the fact that the 
emblems and figures used were taken from objects 
which the audience had in view at the time He 
addressed them, and from external things with 
which their minds were thoroughly familiar, and in 
which they had a special interest. 

When the multitudes sought Him at Caper- 
naum '^for the meat that perisheth," He began 
to speak " of the meat that endureth unto ever- 
lasting life." In the case before us, the great 
Teacher gradually leads the mind of the woman of 
Samaria from the material water which she was 
drawing from the Well of Jacob — of which drinking 
she would thirst again — to the ^' living water " 
that He could give, and which would be in her '^ a 
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well of living water springing up into everlasting 
life." 

There is a beanty in the illustration " living 
water," which does not appear at first sight. It is 
not necessary to visit Jacob's Well to see it ; and 
yet it was there that it first occurred to my mind. 
Never shall I forget the vividness and reality which 
the fourth chapter of St John assumed when read 
in the scene of the narrative. In order to witness 
the Samaritan sacrifice, we had spent the previous 
night on Gerizim, the hill mentioned by the 
woman of Samaria when she said, " Our fathers 
worshipped in this mountain." (Jacob's Well lies 
at the foot of Gerizim.) In the tent of Amram, 
the Priest of the Samaritans, we had had an illus- 
tration of the 9th verse : " How is it that thou, 
being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman 
of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the 
Samaritans." In an answer which Amram had 
given to a question asked by a friend, " What do 
you think of Jesus Christ ? " he used these words, 
"I am sure He was a good man, else the Jews 
never would have crucified Him,^'* 

The dislike of the Samaritan to the Jew gave a 
touch of deep reality to the conversation recorded. 
As we read the chapter each allusion was vivified. 
The 5th verse referred to Joseph. There was his 
tomb just to the north. The 11th verse told us 
that " the well is deep." And so it was. It took 
2J seconds from the time the pebble was dropped 
before we heard the splash in the water below. 
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We read in the 35tli verse our Lord's words to His 
disciples, ^' Lift up your eyes and look on the 
fields, for they are white already to harvest " — and 
there before us was the plain of Mukhna, one of 
the finest corn-lands in Palestine. In no spot in 
Syria did I more forcibly realise the religio loci 
than at Jacob's Well. In saying thi^j, 1 think I 
express the general feeling of travellers to the Land 
of the Bible. We must at once turn to the illus- 
tration before us, " living water," the meaning of 
which, as I have said, only dawned upon me wh^n 
I visited the spot. 

Jacob's Well, deep as it was, and cool as its 
waters doubtless were, was only an artificial well, a 
cistern for the collection of rain and the drainage of 
the land. It is constantly dry. When I visited it 
in the spring of 1868, it had several feet of water, 
from the fact that in the previous winter there had 
been an unusual fall of rain. Last spring friends 
found it perfectly dry. Doubtless in the time of 
our Lord, from reasons into which we cannot now 
enter, it aiBforded abetter supply, and yet in seasons 
of drought this well must have been useless. It 
was a. beer J a well or cistern, and not an ain^ or 
spring. 

The water, says Christ to the woman of Samaria, 
of which I am speaking, and which I can give you 
for the thirst of the soul, is not from a well but 
from a spring. In the parching drought of summer, 
as well as in the rains of winter, it gushes 
forth a gurgling, sparkling stream. It is a well of 
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"living water springing up into everlasting life." 
The experience of the woman of Samaria must 
have responded, just as the experience of every 
worldly soul now responds, to the hidden mean- 
ing conveyed in the statement of our Lord, 
" Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst 
again." Pleasures apart from God, like flowers 
severed from the tree, however sweet for a time, 
soon wither and die. Like the lightning's flash 
they have a momentary gleam, but they leave dark- 
ness behind. When the water of the well is most 
needed, in the trying hours of scorching heat, in 
sorrow and sickness, in pain and in death, the well 
is dry. Worldly friends, like birds in the sunshine, 
are cheerful and sing; but when the summer is 
past, when the winter days come, when all is dark- 
ness and gloom, they have fled and are not. 

Not thus is the friendship of Jesus and the 
presence of the Spirit. The believer's joys are not 
external, but internal. He is dependent upon no 
earthly cisterns, for the water that Christ gives to 
slake the thirst of the soul is " in him a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life." Grace 
is like a bird which sings as sweetly, nay, far more 
sweetly, in autumn and winter than in summer 
and spring. It is a perennial fountain ever flowing. 
Therefore did our Master say, " Whosoever drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst 
unto everlasting (this is the Greek), but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of living 
water springing up into everlasting life." 
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XXVL 

" The Lord liveth ; and blessed be my Rock." — Psalm xviii. 46. 

A S we read the Bible we find all nature baptized 
-^ and made instrumental in promoting the 
Saviour's glory. Every attribute of Jehovah-Jesus 
is presented to us under the type and shadow of 
some outward thing. 

The title of Rock as applied to Christ is perhaps 
the most common in the Bible. Is a rock the 
strongest thing in nature? the surest /oundationF 
" I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation : 
he that belie veth shall not make haste." Was a 
rock a place of defence? ^^ He shall dwell on high, 
his place of defence shall be the munition of rocks." 
Were the rocks and fortresses places of refuge? 
(1 Sam. xiii. 6; xiv. 11.) ^^ Be thou my strong 
rock, whereunto I may continually resort; Thou 
hast given commandment to save me, for Thou art 
my strong rock and my fortress." Did the rock 
afford refreshing shadow from the sultry heat, or 
from the scorching wind? ^^ A man shall be as a 
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hiding-place from the wind, a covert from the 
tempest ; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land." Is a 
rock one of the most unchanging things in nature ? 
^'The Lord liveth; and blessed be my Rock." 
^^ The strangers shall fade away " (ver. 45), but 
" the Lord liveth:' 

As we note the stability of a rock, we are 
reminded of the eternity and immutability of 
Immanuel. The " everlasting hills " speak of the 
^^ Rock of Ages." " Trust ye in the Lord for ever, 
for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." 
The priesthood of Aaron was one of succession : 
'' They truly were many priests, because they were 
not suffered to continue by reason of death : but 
this Man, because He continueth every hath a priest- 
hood which passeth not from one to another." 
Ministers die, relations die, friends die, but, says 
the believer, " The Lord liveth; and blessed be my 
Rock." 

Oliver Heywood, in his '^ True Mercies of David," 
gives a striking illustration of the power of this 
truth when realised in the soul : " A woman truly 
godly for the main, having buried a child, and 
sitting alone in sadness, did yet bear up her heart 
with the expression ^ God lives ; ' and, having 
parted with another, still she redoubled ' Comforts 
die, but God lives.' At last her dear husband 
dies, and she sat oppressed and most overwhelmed 
with sorrow. A little child she had yet surviving, 
having observed what before she spoke to comfort 
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herself, comes to her and saith, ^ Is God dead^ 
mother? is God dead?'* This reached her heart, 
and, by God's blessing, recovered her former con- 
fidence in her God, who is a ^ living God.' " ^' The 
Lord liveth; and blessed be my Rock." 
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XXVIL 

'* God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.'*-^ 

Jas. iv. 6. 

THE answer of Augustine to the question, ^^ What 
is the first thing in religion ? " '' Humility." 
'' And what the second ? " " Humility." " And 
what the third? " " Humility," — contains a truth 
which stands out more distinctly the more it is 
viewed in the light of Scripture. Humility is the 
one thing required in every disciple who enters 
the school of Christ, and the most difficult lesson 
which He sets before His most advanced scholars. 
Augustine said truly, when speaking of pride, 
^^ That which first overcame man is the last thing 
he overcomes." To the scholar in the sixth form, 
as well as the scholar in the first, the Master says 
daily, " Learn of me ; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart : and ye shall find rest unto your souls." 

Never did any man write more sweetly on the 
subject of humility than Archbishop Leighton, 
when commenting on the verse before us. He 
says : " God's secret dews and showers of grace 
slide off the mountains of pride, and fall on the low 
valleys of humble hearts, and make them pleasant 
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and fertile. The swelling heart, puffed up with a 
fancy of fulness, hath no room for grace. It is 
lifted up, is not hallowed and fitted to receive and 
contain the graces that descend from above." 
Growth in humility is the great evidence of growth 
in grace. 

Archer Butler gives us a striking illustration of 
this truth. He somewhere says, that if we stand 
by the margin of a pool of water we see our faces 
reflected on the surface ; but if we could be raised 
above it, the higher we are raised, the lower should 
we see ourselves (by reflection) sinking in the lake 
below. And thus the nearer a man gets to heaven, 
the more does he sink in his own esteem. The pro- 
gress which St Paul made in humility has often 
been given by comparing three expressions in his 
Epistles, with the supposed dates when they were 
written. "Not meet to be called an apostle^^ (1 
Cor. XV. 9), A.D. 59. " Less than the least of all 
saints" (Eph. iii. 8), a.d. 64. ''Sinners, of whom 
I am chief" (1 Tim. i. 15), a.d. 65. 

The more humble our hearts, dear reader, the 
more will God delight to enrich us with grace ; and 
the more we are enriched with grace the more 
humbly and gratefully shall we delight to return 
Him all the glory. " God resisteth the proud, 
but giveth grace unto the humble I" 
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XXVIII. 

** What went ye out into the wilderness to see ? A reed shaken 
with the wind ? " — St Matt. xi. 7. 

"WHETHER John the Baptist asked the question 
^ * recorded in the third verse of this chapter, 
for the benefit of his disciples, or for the confirma- 
tion of his own wavering faith, I do not argue. 
Whatever might be the motive which actuated the 
message, our Lord sought to remove from the 
minds of the multitudes around him any erroneous 
impression which they might form as to the char- 
acter of the great preacher of repentance, and in 
doing so, made use of a very simple but striking 
illustration : — When " ye went out into the wilder- 
ness to see " John, '^ was it to see a reed shaken 
with the wind? " 

The " wilderness," i.e.y the valley of the Jordan, 
abounds in cane-brakes. After leaving the Pass 
of Kuneiterah, when riding towards the north end 
of the Dead Sea, as my eyes rested on the moun- 
tains to the east, I could not but think of the 
eleventh of St Matthew, and the verse (2nd) which 
speaks of the incarceration of John ; remembering 
that the fortress of Machoerus, the place of his 
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imprisonment, lay somewhere amongst them. But 
it was not nntil I came npon a jungle of reeds at 
8 brackish fountain called Ain Jehair, that I 
thought of the force of the illustration before us. 
The tall canes reached a height of ten or twelve 
feet. The least touch of the finger, the faintest 
breath of wind, and these miniature palm-trees, 
with their filender stalks and their large tufted 
heads, were in motion. 

Dr Tristrana, in his " Natural History of the 
Bible," says that one of the reeds is so '^ slender 
and yielding, that it will lie perfectly flat under a 
gust of wind, and immediately resume its upright 
position." What more striking figure could be 
used of a yielding and vacillating character than 
that of a reed such as this ? 

I may add, that these reeds are turned to a variety 
of uses' Th'e more slender joints are used as pens' 
and are well adapted for forming the square Hebrew 
characters. With such a reed probably the sponge 
was raised to the lips of the dying Saviour (Matt, 
xxvii. 48). 
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XXIX. 

" Casting all your care upon Him." — 1 Pet. v. 7. 

TTOW mucli the anxieties of life are increased by 
-'-'- forgetting the little but comprehensive word 
" alV^ of the text 1 What father might not learn a 
lesson from his child, with whom he is starting for 
a journey. His little boy says, " Father, you will 
have to carry the big bag, I cannot ; and I will carry 
the little one." The strong father smiles, and says, 
" I think you had better let me carry both." They 
start. After a few minutes, the little bag becomes 
a great burden, and the child overheated and weary, 
says, "Father, you had better take the little bag 
too." 

One of the greatest lessons of life is for a child of 
God to let his Heavenly Father carry every burden ; 
to cast all his care upon Him. 

Little trials are a Christian's great temptations. 
" Be careful for nothing ; but in everything, by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known unto God." " Truly," 
says Archbishop Leighton, " the godly are much in 
the wrong to themselves by not improving this their 
sweet privilege. They too often forget this their 
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sweet way, and fret themselves to no purpose ; wrestle 
with their burdens themselves, and do not entirely 
and freely roll them over on God^ Many a man who 
never doubts God's care of the whole Church to the 
minutest particular, is tempted to distrust God's 
interest in the little things that concern his own 
daily life. '^ Do I confide in Him," says the same 
writer, " for the steering and guidance of the whole 
ship, and shall I be peevishly doubting and distrust- 
ing about my pack in it?" The same age that 
invented the telescope, brought out the microscope. 
The same grace that reveals distant things as near, 
ought to discern our least cares as great to a 
Father's love. " The very hairs of your head are 
all numbered." 
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XXX. 

" The length, and the breadth, and the height of it are equal. " — 

Rev. xxi. 16. 

ONE of the most striking emblems under which 
the Church is presented to us in the Word of 
God is that of a city. We see at once that the 
figure is most appropriate. 

Jean Daille says, " By a city or state we under- 
stand a multitude of people, — ^united in one body, 
governed by the same laws, enjoying the same 
rights, subject to the same prince, and having 
among them the same form of policy." 

All these conditions belong to the burgesses of 
the New Jerusalem whose names are written in the 
" Lamb's Book of Life," the sacred register in 
which the name of every citizen is enrolled. But 
whilst the " Church on earth and those above but 
one Communion make," and are spoken of as one 
city, — " Ye are come unto Mount Zion," says the 
apostle, addressing the Hebrew converts, " to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,'* — 
the spiritual Zion is presented to us under two 
entirely different aspects, to represent the differ- 
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ences of condition between tlie Church on earth 
and that in heaven. Isaiah in one place describes 
this city as "a strong city;" having "walls and 
bulwarksj^ and with gates closed^ else he could not 
say, " Open ye the gates " (xxvi. 1, 2.) Each word 
speaks of defence and danger. The same prophet 
in another place speaks of the city as having its 
gates open continually: "They shall not be shut 
day nor night" (Ix. 11); her enemies are "utterly 
wasted." The one, I need not say, speaks of the 
church militant ; the other of the church triumph- 
ant. In the chapter from which I have selected the 
verse under consideration the apostle depicts the 
Church in her glorified state : " I John saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God 
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband." To speak of a city as a " bride adorned " 
is an oriental conception of great beauty. The 
Moslems of the present day speak of Cairo as the 
" Bride of Saladin." Each stroke of the pen 
adds beauty to the description, and each symbol 
used is an exquisite emblem of precious truth. 

I have chosen the text, because I think the 
height of the city being equal to the length and 
breadth affords an illustration which suggests 
much comfort. Before noting it, let us observe 
one or two leading points in the imagery employed. 
John pictures the city of " pure gold, like unto 
clear glass.'* Gold, as being the most precious of 
metals, doubtless represents the preciousness of 
the Church ; but it does more than this, it tells us 
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that the Church was the Bride of Jesus. Through- 
out the East gold was a sacred metal. It was 
never employed in any service except that which 
was royal and divine. 

Archbishop Trench, in his " Commentary on the 
Seven Churches," says that in the Zend-Avesta 
'' golden " is always " synonymous with heavenly 
and divine." Then again, as regards the Jbunda' 
tionSy they are described as "precious stones," 
materials in their nature indestructible and in their 
beauty imperishable. 

This city is founded upon the doctrines preached 
by the Apostles of the Lamb, truths which are 
imperishable, for they centre in Christ, " the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever.'' 

The city is spoken of as " four-square ; " doubt- 
less this figure symbolises the symmetry of the 
glorified Church." Each stone is "made perfect in 
the fulness of spiritual grace.'* Hence the perfect 
proportion of the whole. " The length of Faith, 
the breadth of Charity, and the height of Hope," 
are all equal. Not only shall there be entire 
unity, but also exact uniformity. Every stone is in 
line with the corner-stone. The Divine Architect 
as He scans its proportions, and as He beholds its 
matchless symmetry, tells us by the pen of His 
servant, " the city lieih /our-square.-* 

Last of all, let us for a moment observe " the 
gateSy^ as they, I think, are connected with the 
" height " of the city. The position of the gates : 
" On the east, three gates; on the north, three gates; 



A^D TEXTS ILLUSTRATED. 81 

on the south, three gates ; and on the west, three 
gates ; " doubtless signifies that the inhabitants of 
the city should " come from the east, and from the 
west, and from the north, and from the south, and 
shall sit down in the kingdom of God." Dean 
Alford thought that the idea of the " height " of the 
city being equal " to the length and the breadth," 
pictures not only the city, but the rock upon which 
it was built, as " recalling somewhat the form of 
the earthly Jerusalem on its escarpment above 
the valley of the Kedron." 

The word "gates" tells us that a new idea is 
introduced. The apostle does not confine himself 
to the one idea of a city. He has already called 
the Church "a Bride." The portrayal of the 
" height " being equal to the " length and breadth " 
suggests the idea of a house or home. As Bishop 
Wordsworth tells us in his commentary on this 
chapter, the word ordinarily used for the gates of a 
city never occurs in the Apocalypse. The word 
"gate'^ is used eleven times, and always means 
the gate of a dwelling-house. It is the word used 
in the Acts of the Apostles, where we read that 
when Peter " knocked at the door of the gate, a 
damsel came to ask who was there, named Bhoda. 
And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not 
the gate for gladness.^' 

In ancient Rome the houses were built to an 
enormous height. It is true that the palaces of the 
nobles occupied large areas ; they were not cramped 
for space; but combine the two, — have a palace 
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covering a vast area and rising to a height equal to 
its length and breadth, and you have the conception 
of a palace in which there are not only banqueting 
halls for the guests of the hour, but innumerable 
rooms in which the friends of the prince may stay. 
The measures of the house given in this chapter 
give to the mind the conception of a home which 
will meet the requirements of all the members of 
"the household of faith," a " multitude which no 
man can number." ''In my Father's house are 
many mansions^ if it were not so I would. hade told 
you, I go to prepare a place for youJ^^ 
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XXXI. 

" Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest.'* — 

Heb. X. 19. 

^HE word "boldness in the original signifies 
-^ properly " freedom of speech," — the openness 
with which a child addresses a parent. This spirit 
of filial confidence, founded npon the perfection and 
efficacy of the sacrifice of Christ, is strictly opposed 
to the restraint, the spirit of legal bondage, with 
which Old Testament saints worshipped Jehovah. 

In the tabernacle were three different degrees of 
access to God : the outer court (the access of the 
people) ; the holy place (the access of the priest) ; 
and the holiest of all (the access of the high priest) 
— the nearest approach of any. 

A writer on this Epistle has illustrated these 
three different degrees of nearness to God, as 
existing in the " worldly sanctuary," by the three 
distinct relationships to the master of a house, of a 
servant, a friend, and a son. At table, the servant 
stands and waits his master's commands; the 
guest, who has a nearer approach, sits and holds 
converse as a friend. Suddenly the child of the 
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family opens the door, rushes in, finds his way to 
the father's knee, and puts his arms around his 
father's neck. This is the nearest approach of all. 
When Christ entered into the " holiest," " even 
heaven itself, to appear in the presence of God for 
us," He effected an entrance for His people : " I 
go to my Father and your Father." The words of 
St Paul, " Having therefore, brethren, boldness to 
enter into the holiest," are but a typical expression 
of his statement in the Epistle to the Romans: 
" Ye have not received the spirit of bondage again 
to fear ; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father." 
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XXXII. 

'' Behold, I was shapen in iniquity ; and in sin did my mother 

conceive me." — Ps. li. 5. 

TN this verse David speaks of original sin, not as 
-'- an excuse for actual sin, but to show that his 
actual sin had given him a deeper insight into the 
complete corruption of his nature. There was 
poison in the stream, because there was poison in 
the fountain. His transgressions flowed from a 
heaft naturally at enmity with God. Twice over 
does he tell us that his mother was a handmaid of 
God (Ps. cxvi. 16; Ixxxvi. 16); and yet he says, 
"in sin did my mother conceive me." '^ Though 
she was by grace a child of God, she was by nature 
a daughter of Eve." 

Never shall I forget a visit which I paid to the 
leper hospital outside the East Gate of Damascus, 
which tradition says occupies the site of Naaman s 
house. A woman was crossing the courtyard, 
whose loathsome features seemed all but eaten 
away by disease. In her hands — the fingers of 
wbich were almost consumed by leprosy — she held 
a sweet looking infant, as fair and pretty a child as 
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one could desire to see. The contrast was most 
painful. Life and health and innocence seemed to 
sleep in the arms of sin, disease, and death. I said 
to the missionary who accompanied me, " Surely 
the woman is not the mother of the child ? " He 
said, "Yes, she is; the child does not show the 
leprosy now, but it is in the blood, and before long 
it will probably appear ; and if the infant live long 
enough she will be as bad as the mother." 

" Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? " 
The Church of England, in her 9th Article, echoes 
the voice of Scripture as to "birth sin," when she 
says that " Original sin is the fault and corruption 
of every man that naturally is engendered of the 
offspring of Adam." 
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XXXIII. 

" And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks." — Isaiah Ixv. 10. 

THE physical formation of Palestine is very simple ; 
— a chain of mountains running down the land, 
north and south ; a long maritime plain, or series 
of plains, on the west ; and the Ghor, or trench of 
Jordan, on the east. The prophet, in the 9th and 
10th verses of this chapter, making Sharon to stand 
for the whole of the lowlands on the west, of which 
it formed the most important part, and Achor to 
represent the valley on the east, comprehends the 
entire land when he says, " I will bring forth a seed 
out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my 
mountains : and mine elect shall inherit it, and my 
servants shall dwell there. And Sharon shall be a 
fold of flocks, and the valley of Achor a place to lie 
down in, for my people who have sought me." 

Whilst doubtless the passage has a literal inter- 
pretation, it is also figurative of the great spiritual 
blessings of the Church of Christ in gospel times. 

The Lord's people have not only the defence of 
the hills, and the privileges of Zion the "holy 
mountain ; " they have also, to illustrate the rich 
fulness of their heritage, Sharon and Achor. Sharon 
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was the broad, rich tract of land between the moun- 
tains of the central part of Palestine and the 
Mediterranean, stretching from Carmel to Joppa. 
It was celebrated for its rich pasturage and its bushy 
trees. Isaiah more than once speaks of its beauty. 
When describing the calamities of Israel, he says : 
" The earth mourneth and languisheth : Lebanon is 
ashamed and hewn down ; Sharon is like a wilder- 
ness." (Isa. xxxiii. 9.) Speaking of Messiah's 
kingdom, he says, " The glory of Lebanon shall be 
given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, 
they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excel- 
lency of our God." (xxxv. 2.) The flower of Sharon 
was chosen as an emblem of Messiah Himself: " I 
am the Rose of Sharon, and the Lily of the 
valleys." 

The force of the passage before us is brought 
out when we remember that David's flocks were fed 
in the lowlands of Sharon : " And over the herds 
that fed in Sharon was Shitrai the Sharonite." The 
great source of its fertility lay in the amazing quan- 
tity of water beneath its surface. Wherever labour 
is employed in the present day it yields a prolific 
return. The gardens in the neighbourhood of Joppa 
are celebrated. Every garden, — and there are hun- 
dreds of them, — has one or two, and even three 
or four, wells from which water is raised in the 
season, day and night, and which flows in number- 
less streamlets to irrigate the plants and trees. 
What wiU the whole plain be when the literal seed 
inherit Sharon? Sharon was actually a fold for 
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the Lord's flock, in the days of the apostles (Acts 
ix. 35). But speaking figuratively, what rich pas- 
turage has Messiah for His sheep ? " The Lord is 
my Shepherd : I shall not want. He maketh me to 
lie down in green pastures ; He leadeth me beside 
the still waters." Wherever a shaft is sunk, so to 
speak, water flows. Here is the source of all the 
Christian's blessings — the Spirit given in answer 
to prayer, " for my people that have sought me," 
(ver. 10), freely, abundantly, continually. With 
joy the believer draws water out of the wells of 
salvation. What rich feeding do the Lord's sheep 
find in the ordinances of the sanctuary, in private 
meditation, in the prayerful study of the Word ! 

As we think of the country whose mountains and 
springs, whose trees and plains, whose physical 
features, were emblematic of spiritual blessings, ' 
with faith let us enter into the promised land ; as 
the elect people, let us rejoice in our heritage. Are 
we the Lord's sheep ? '^ Sharon shall be a fold of 
flocks*" " Tell me, Thou whom my soul loveth, 
where Thou feedest, where Thou makest Thy flock 
to rest at noon ? ... If Thou know not . . . 
go Thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock." 
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XXXIV. 

" And the valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in." 

— ISA-IAH Ixv. 10. 

4 MONG the many incidents in the history of 
-^ Israel, none contain a more remarkable illus- 
tration of Christian experience than the events 
which occurred in the valley of Achor, which lies 
in the neighbourhood of Jericho, and forms part 
of the valley or plain of the Jordan (Josh. xv. 7). 

" The valley of Achor," as the margin tells us 
(Josh. vii. 26), means " the valley of trouble." 
God had wrought a mighty victory for Israel in the 
destruction of Jericho — strategetically the most 
important city in the east of Canaan. The fame of 
Joshua, the Lord's servant, " was noised throughout 
the whole country," but a grievous trespass was 
committed : " Achan the son of Carmi " took of the 
accursed thing ; sin was in the camp, " and the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against the children 
of Israel." Then it was that this valley became the 
scene of Israel's great disaster, when her men fled 
before the men of Ai. This humiliation led to 
inquiry from God. * Israel was searched, the sin was 
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detected ; Achan, the troubler of Israel, was stoned. 
When the sin was cast out and Israel was purified, 
the place of her disaster became the scene of one of 
her mightiest triumphs : where Israel sighed and 
wept, there she learned to sing and hope. 

Hosea strikingly spiritualises the narrative. After 
speaking of God's judgment against the Jews 
because of their idolatry, he too proclaims promises 
of reconciliation : " I will give her," saith the Lord, 
" her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor 
for a door of hope ; and she shall sing there, as in 
the days of her youth." Hosea speaks of " the 
valley of trouble*^ as a place of singing. Isaiah 
speaks of it as a place of rest: " And the valley of 
trouble a place for the herds to lie down in." 

When the hand of God is upon any believer 
because of sin ; when he has learned something of 
his own weakness in spiritual defeat ; when he turns 
humbly anew to God ; when by God's grace the sin 
is searched out and purged ; then, where before he 
was weak, he becomes strong, and the victory 
obtained in this " valley of trouble," becomes a 
" door of hope," of future conquests, telling him that 
at last He shall be more than conqueror through 
Him that loved him. The valley of Achor is, 
, physically, the lowest valley in the world ; and this 
is the place where, in a figure, Messiah's sheep are 
to rest: " Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls." 
Of this valley we may say figuratively what the 
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inspired record says literally, — it is " well watered 
everywhere, even as the garden of the Lord." 

Whilst the plain of Sharon may represent the 
objective blessings enjoyed by the spiritual " seed," 
the valley of Achor probably indicates the subjective 
blessings, " the peaceable fruits of righteousness," 
the quietness and rest of soul given to those who 
are exercised by the chastening of a Father's hand. 
Many a reader of this comment counts amongst the 
chiefest possessions of the Canaan into which he 
has entered, " the valley of Achor," or " trouble;" 
and with Isaiah he can testify that it is a place 
''to lie down in." 
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XXXV. 

" The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are 
open unto their cry." — Ps. xxxiv. 15. 

IF the superscription or heading of this Psalm be 
correct, it was written by David in a time of 
great affliction, and yet it is a Psalm of thanksgiving 
(see 1st verse). Manton somewhere observes, that 
just as music, when conveyed over the water, sounds 
the sweetest, so praise in pensiveness, thanks amid 
tears, makes the sweetest music in the ears of the 
God of heaven. 

The principal thought of this Psalm is the com- 
fort which the afflicted enjoy from the realisation 
of God's presence. This comes out strikingly in 
the verse before us : " The eyes of the Lord are 
upon the righteous." As the little infant creeps 
along the floor, the eye of the parent carefully 
watches it. Does the child go near the fire? Im- 
mediately the parent snatches it from danger. 
Wherever the righteous are the eye of the Heavenly 
Father is upon them, to watch, to guard, to guide, 
to keep them. But the verse has a still more 
precious significancy. Whatever we love, we desire 
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to look upon. The mother fondly gazes on her 
sleeping infant, not because of its necessities, but 
because of her love. So perfect are the righteous, 
through the comeliness which God puts upon them 
when He robes them in the righteousness of Jesus, 
that the eye of holiness and love rests upon His 
children with infinite delight and satisfaction. 

" His ears are open unto their cry." Let us 
continue the same illustration. I enter a cottage 
and engage in conversation with the woman of the 
house. Her infant is in its crib, up-stairs; the 
little one gives a feeble cry. I do not notice it, — 
she does ; the parent's ears have been " unto its 
cry," as the original is. 

The comfort of the righteous amidst their sorrows 
is not only that the " eyes of the Lord are upon 
them," but that their Father's ears are listening — 
waiting for their cry. " Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the tlu'one of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." 
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XXXVI. 

" And the water ran round about the altar : and he filled the trench 
also with water.'* — 1 Kings xviii. 35. 

npHE abundant supply of water implied in this 
-*■ • verse, at the time of a famine created by a three 
years' drought, has been one of those incidents 
constantly laid hold of by sceptics as one out of 
many supposed inaccuracies in the Word of God. 
Professor Blunt, in his ^' Undesigned Scripture 
Coincidences," part 11, ch. xxii., falls into a grave 
mistake in his anxiety to meet the difficulty, when 
he says, ^' Let us remember the local position of 
Carmel, that it stood upon the coast . . . that the 
water was therefore probably sea-water^ and all the 
difficulty disappears." The scene of Elijah's sacri- 
fice is one of those sites about which there is and 
can be no doubt. It lies at the eastern end of the 
ridge of Carmel, at a distance of hours from the 
sea. To have fetched water such a distance was 
impossible. Van de Valde, to whom we are 
indebted for the happy explanation of this verse, 
says that the sea is "an absurd explanation." 
After investigating the neighbourhood of the site, 
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what was his delight, " to discover below the steep, 
rocky wall of the height ou which he stood — 250 
feet, it might be, beneath the altar plateau — a 
vaulted and very abundant fountain, built in the 
form of a tank, with a few steps leading down into 
it, just as one finds elsewhere in the old wells or 
springs of Jewish times." 

But, suggests the reader, why was not this foun- 
tain used by the people at the time of the drought ? 
I answer that the top of Carmel was so covered 
with forest and thicket that it was all but inacces- 
sible. Hence the force of the words of Amos: 
"Though they dig into hell, thence shall Mine 
hand take them ; though they climb up to heaven, 
thence will I bring them down; and though they 
hide themselves in the top of Carmel^ I will search 
and take them out thence ; and though they be hid 
from my sight in the bottom of the sea, &c." (ix. 
2, 3). But, again objects the reader, why was not 
this special well dried up with the rest ? In the 
first place, it was vaulted over by a roof, and under 
the shade of the trees, and therefore would not 
suffer from evaporation to the same extent as those 
exposed to the hot air : and, in the next, the foun- 
tain is a perennial one, as Dr Tristram observes in 
his " Land of Israel " (p. 119). " The roof partially 
remains, the water is some depth, and is perennial. 
This was corroborated by the existence of molluscs 
(neritina michonii) attached to the stones within 
the cisterns. In that three years' drought, when 
all the wells were dry, and the Kishon had sunk 
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to a string of pools, and then finally was lost alto- 
gether, this deep and shaded spring, fed from the 
roots of Carmel, remained." Josephus, who must 
have been perfectly familiar in his day with the 
current tradition of the transaction, — one of the 
greatest in the history of Israel, — when narrating 
the event, says, " He, i,e. Elijah, ordered them 
to fill four barrels with water of the fountain^ and 
to pour it upon the altar " (Ant. book viii. chap, 
xiii. sec. 5). 



^ 
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XXXVIL 

** For our c^nversatioii is in heaven : from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ : who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body." — 
Phil. iii. 20, 21. 

TN this passage the Apostle urges the members 
•*• of the Church at Philippi to persevere in their 
life of faith, from the thought of a great blessing 
which they would receive at the second coming of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. As the Israel- 
ites anxiously awaited the return of the high priest 
from the holiest, so ought they to be looking for 
the return of Him who was even then offering up 
the incense of His intercession on their behalf in 
the heavenly sanctuary. But the point before us 
is that the apostle appeals to what I would call 
secondary motives. He says, " Our citizenship is 
in heaven (or rather, ^ our manner of life is that of 
citizens of heaven '), firom whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,'^ who, at His 
af^iearing, will bring a great blessing to His wait- 
ing people, for ^^ He shall trans/igwre onr bocfy of 
JBmmUiatioti that it may be conformed onto His 
Jm^ 0/ glory r 
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Some years ago, as I was walking late one even- 
ing on the banks of the Mersey, I suddenly came 
upon a group — a woman and three or four children 
— sitting on the shingle and steadily gazing sea- 
ward. I noticed that they were thinly and poorly 
clad for so cold an hour. A ship was every moment 
expected which contained a husband and father. 
" He was kindness itself,'' — ^how they longed to 
see his face ! Then came out the fact that when he 
came they would be re-clothed. How anxiously 
they desired the absent one for his own sake ; but 
they could not entirely forget what he would bring 
with him. 

St Paul encourages the watching family — the 
Church — to continued simplicity of faith by re- 
minding them that, when the Lord Jesus Christ 
appears, each member of this family shall change 
their dress of humiliation for one of glory. It is 
lawful for the spiritual Israel to desire the advent 
of the High Priest ; not only that they may behold 
Him who has " tarried so long in the temple," but 
also that they may receive the blessing which He 
wUl bring : " For in this we groan, earnestly desir- 
ing to be clothed upon with our house which is from 
heaven, . . . not for that we would be unclothed, 
but clothed upon ; that mortality might be swal- 
lowed up of life." 
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XXXVIII. 

** Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings 
of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow 
gold." — Psalm Ixviii. 13.* 

THOUGH the railway line from Alexandria to 
Cairo is over a perfectly flat country, yet tra- 
vellers find the ride anything but long. The least 
thing which rises above the surface of the plain, 
whether camel or ass, house or tree, woman or 
child, stands out in the evening sky with a distinct- 
ness which no one can realise but those who are 
familiar with Egyptian atmosphere and Eastern 
light. 

At one of the side stations I saw an illustration of 
this text which had been suggested to me by one of 
Miss Whately's books. The village consisted of a few 
miserable mud hovels over which rose the minaret of 
a small mosque. On the flat roofs of these dwellings 
— chouses I cannot call them — was a sort of second 
story, formed of half-baked "pots'' intended as a 

* A great variety of opinion exists as to the meaning of this 
yerse and the rendering of the word '' pots." In the illustration 



I hftTO limply followed the English version. 
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cote for the pigeons which were reared for the Cairo 
market. The birds, startled at the approach of the 
train, flew upwards. As they poised their wings, 
bathed in the rich mellow light, they seemed 
" covered with silver ; " whilst the feathers of the 
breast, on which the shadow of the wings were 
cast, seemed of "yellow gold.'' What a striking 
emblem of the. Church in the world, — of each 
Christian who dwells amidst so much that defiles, 
yet is kept "unspotted" by the grace of God. 
" Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye 
be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and 
her feathers with yellow gold." 
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XXXIX. 

" And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake 
out of sleep : for now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed." — ROM. xiiL 11. 

DOUBTLESS many readers of these pages have 
been among the number of the thousands of 
travellers who each year witness the sunrise from 
the culm of the Righi. So anxious were you to be- 
hold the sight, that you rose from your bed the 
moment you heard the sound of the horn which 
announced that the night was far spent and the day 
was at hand. Hastily dressing, you were soon silently 
and earnestly watching for the first gleam of light in 
the eastern sky. It may be that some one of you 
turned round to see whether your friend and fellow- 
traveller was sharing your eager anticipations, and 
found him wanting. You at once hastened back to 
the hotel and knocked loudly at his door. He, too, 
had been awoke by the blast of the horn, but being 
weary, was half asleep. You exclaimed, " Do you 
know the time ? It is high time to awake out of 
sleep, for the sight for which you have travelled so 
far, is far nearer than when first you were roused." 
He, too, was soon among the silent band of watchers, 
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and with yon beheld the King of Day as he crowned 
each snow-capped peak, with roseate hnes, and lit 
up the Lakes of Lucerne and Zug and Lowerz below, 
and many a distant valley, until the whole panorama 
was bathed in his glorious light. 

St Paul, as a watchful sentinel in the Church, as 
one who was eagerly expecting the glorious appear- 
ing of His Lord and Master, earnestly exhorts the 
Christians at Rome to live in no debt but that of 
love (see ver. 10). He seeks to awaken them from 
their indifference by reminding them that the " day 
of the Lord," the consummation of their " salvation," 
was nearer than when " first they were roused from 
their sleep of sin." " The night is far spent, the day 
is at hand : let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light." 



104 ILLUSTRATIVE TEXTS. 



XL. 



" There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which 
Joshua read not before all the congregation of Israel, with the 
women and the little ones, and the strangers that were con- 
versant among them." — Joshua viii. 35. 

T HAVE chosen this verse as one of our illustra- 
-*• tive texts, because the passage is one of those 
assailed by Bishop Colenso in his book on the 
Pentateuch. In 'his preface, he tells us that the 
main result of his examination of the Pentateuch 
is, ^' that the narrative, whatever may be its value 
and meaning, cannot be regarded as historically 
true, is not-unless I greatly deceive myself-a 
doubtful matter of speculation at all, it is simply 
a question oi facts.'*'* Never was a book so full of 
transparent fallacies. Let us note the one before 
us. When writing on this passage, Le.y on the 
reading of the Law in the ears of all Israel, he says, 
" How, then, is it conceivable that a man should 
do what Joshua is here said to have done, unless 
indeed the reading, ' every word of all that Moses 
commanded,' with Hhe blessings and cursings 
according to all that is written in the book of the 
law,' was a mere dumb show^ without the least idea 
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of those most solemn words being Ji^ard by those to 
whom they were addressed ? — for surely no human 
voice, unless strengthened by a miracle of which 
the Scriptnre tells us nothing, could have reached 
the ears of a crowded mass of people, as large as 
the whole population of London." 

Five years ago, some friends and myself took 
the opportunity of a visit to Gerizim to test the 
accuracy of this objection. Others have done the 
same. The spot was evidently chosen, not only 
because of its sacred associations in the past, but 
because of its peculiar adaptation to the occasion. 
Mills, in his book on " The Modern Samaritans," 
says : — " Those who have seen the spot, and have 
examined it, can readily realise the scene. Just 
where the two mountains, Ebal and Gerizim, 
approach each other nearest, are the two lower 
spurs, looking like two noble pulpits, prepared by 
nature, and here the Levites would stand to read. 
The valley running between looks just like the 
floor of a vast place of worship. The slopes of 
both mountains recede gradually, and offer room 
for hundreds of thousands to be conveniently 
seated to hear the words of the Law. The first time 
I stood upon that lower spur of Gerizim, the whole 
scenery struck me forcibly as if Divine Providence 
had conformed its physical features on purpose to 
meet the requirements of the occasion.^'' Again, no 
one but those acquainted with the rarity of air in 
Palestine can form any idea of the distance to 
which sound is carried. Let me give' a general 
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instance before turning to the special one before 
us : — " As I sat astride a projecting rock on the 
north peak," says Dr Tristram, speaking of Masada, 
near the Dead Sea, " I could have looked down 
from my giddy height 1600 feet on both sides and 
in front, and yet so clear was the atmosphere, and 
so extraordinary its power of conveying sound, 
that I could carry on conversation in the camp 
below, and compare barometers and observations." 
— " Land of Israel," p. 311. 

In the case before us, a place was chosen because 
of its peculiar and special acoustic properties. We 
are told that Jotham "went and stood on the top 
of Mount Gterizim and lifted up his voice, and cried 
and said unto them. Hearken, ye men of Shechem " 
(Judges ix. 7). Dr Tristram, referring to this event 
of the reading of the Law, says : — " There is no 
difficulty, much less impossibility, in the problem. 
In the early morning we could not only see from 
Gerizim a man driving his ass down a path on 
Mount Ebal, but could hear every word he uttered 
as he urged it on ; and in order to test the matter 
more certainly, on a subsequent occasion two of 
our party stationed themselves on opposite sides 
of the valley, and with perfect ease recited the 
commandments antiphonallyy 

I return for a moment to the evidence of Mr 
Mills, that " out of the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word ^ may be established.' " He 
and two friends made the following experiments. 
Mr Mills ascended Gerizim, his friend, Mr Williams, 
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clambered up Ebal, a third friend remained in the 
valley. He says, " I opened my Bible and read 
the command concerning the blessings in Hebrew, 
and every word was heard most distinctly by Mr 
Edwards in the valley, as well as by Mr Williams 
in Ebal. Mr Williams then read the cursings in 
Welsh, and we all heard every syllable. ... It 
was our impression at the time, and still is, that if 
the whole area before and around us had been filled 
with the hundreds of thousands of Israel, every 
soul among them would have heard every note and 
word with perfect clearness " (p. 59). Dr Robinson, 
a most cautious and accurate writer, speaks of a 
place in the Lebanon where the voice can be heard 
for two miles. 

Now for my own experience. My father, the 
Rector of St Anne's, Manchester, and a friend, Mr 
Haworth, the Rector of St Catherine's, Manchester, 
stood in the middle of the plain — the floor, so to 
speak, of that sublime place of worship once 
crowded with so vast an assembly. My elder 
brother, the Incumbent of St Saviour's, Liverpool, 
and another friend, stood on the spur of Gerizim — 
I stood on the opposite spur of Ebal. The day was 
against the experiment. The air was moist, and 
there was a slight wind. Not only was a conversa- 
tion carried on with raised voices, but the following 
incident occurred. My father said to his friend, 
sotto vocCj "I did not quite catch what L. said" 
(our friend on the spur of Gerizim). He and my 
brother returned, and said to my father, " Did you 
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not say to Mr Haworth, * I did not quite catch what 
L. said?''' 

If Bishop Colenso had tested facts^ he would 
never have indulged in such speculations. In the 
words of the Eev. J. W. Burgon, in his " Inspira- 
tion and Interpretation," quoted by Dr Colenso 
himself, " From such * free handling ' the cause of 
sacred truth can never suffer." 
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XLL 

" Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth." — 

St. Jab. i 18. 

rPHE apostle, having stated in the context that 
-*- "every good and perfect gift is from above, 
and Cometh down from the Father of lights," men- 
tions as the most striking example of this truth, the 
regeneration of the soul. Not from any necessity 
on God's part, nor from any merit on ours, but of 
His own free sovereign will "begat He us." "I 
will love them freely." The complete freedom of 
this act is brought out in the word " begat," in the 
Greek, in a manner which is not seen by the English 
reader. The word means maternal conception. This 
word is only used in one other place in the New 
Testament, in the 18th verse of this chapter, and is 
there translated " conceived." The apostle shows 
from the use of the word in the first instance, that 
sin is the offspring of temptation and inclination or 
" lust." In other words, the heart of man is the 
mother of sin. Having given the parentage of sin, 
he gives the parentage of holiness. Note the con- 
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trast. Is the heart of man the mother of holiness? 
We have inclination and power to conceive sin when 
the temptation is presented : have we inclination and 
power to produce holiness, when it is implanted by 
Him who is the Father of " every good and perfect 
gift " ? No, says St. James ; the heart of man is 
the mother of that which is evil, but not of that 
which is good. Of our will we conceive the bad : 
" Of His own will conceives He in us '' the good. 
" With reverence be it said," says Bishop Words- 
worth, " in the work of our regeneration. He is the 
Father of lights ; and if we be ^ lights in the world/ 
it is because as a mother also He has given birth to 
us ^ by the word of truth.' " 

But this word not only brings out an important 
doctrinal truth, but also contains a thought of much 
comfort. The various relationships of life are among 
our choicest blessings ; but just as all the colours of 
the rainbow are comprehended in one pure white ray 
of light, so all the varied forms of aflfection, whether 
appearing in the love of a father or mother, husband 
or wife, brother, sister, or friend, have their origin 
in Him who " is love.'' Each special phase of affec- 
tion in the creature must be in the Creator in an 
infinite degree. And yet how often is this forgotten I 
If a father be removed, the Christian immediately 
thinks of Him who is the ^ ^ Father of the fatherless ; " 
but let a mother be taken, and he forgets to reason 
that that love which came out of God must be in 
God. David seems to have realised this when he 
sang, " When my father and my mother forsake me, 
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then the Lord will take me up " (Ps. xxvii. 12). 
" Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of her womb ? 
Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee " 
(Isa. xlix. 16). 
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XLIL 

^ Without the camp shall his habitation be." — Leviticus xiiL 46. 

ANT one who has visited Jerusalem may have 
seen the lepers standing day by day near the 
Jaffa gate, soliciting alms from those passing the 
threshold of the city, which they themselves were 
not allowed to enter. Most travellers who have 
either witnessed this painfdl sight, or visited the 
houses of the lepers at the Zion gate, must have 
recalled the words, " Without the camp shall his 
habitation be." 

The bitterest dregs in the cup of sorrow which 
the leprous Jew had to drink must have been his 
exclusion from the holy city. The Jew loved Zion, 
not only with all the ardour of patriotism, as the 
centre of national interest, but also with all the 
depth of religious devotion, as associated with his 
most sacred feelings. Whilst the Israelite, who 
was ceremonially clean, entered with joy the portals 
of the city with the words of the anthem on his lips, 
" I was glad when they said unto me. Let us go into 
the house of the Lord : our feet shall stand within 
Thy gates, Jerusalem : " — the leper, in the bitterest 
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of captivities, could only weep when he remembered 
Zion. No type so strikingly brings out the separat- 
ing influences of sin as that of leprosy ; telling the 
sinner in no uncertain tones, that unless his sin be 
pardoned, his leprosy cleansed, he shall never enter 
the gates of the heavenly city, or as a member of 
the "holy priesthood," oflfer up sacrifices of praise 
in the courts of the temple above. " There shall in 
no wise enter into it anything that defileth." The 
exclusion of our first parents from the garden of 
Paradise, consequent upon their sin, was the first 
type of the same spiritual truth : " Therefore the 
Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, 
to till the ground from whence he was taken. So 
he drove out the man ; and he placed at the east of 
the garden of Eden cherubims, and a flaming sword 
which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree 
of life." 

Howels in one of his sermons finely says, that 
when Adam sinned, God having locked the gate of 
Paradise to prevent the entrance of man, cast the 
key into the very depths of hell. There it lay, and 
man must for ever have been excluded — " without 
the camp," the place of God's dwelling, whether 
typified by garden, camp, or city, must his habita- 
tion have been — had not the Son of God with His 
Father's will and pleasure wrought out a deliverance. 
As He stood on the edge of the fiery abyss — the 
wrath of God due to man's sin — He drew back. 
Again He looked into the terrible gulf. His soul 
was melted within Him like wax. Then, with a love 
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incomprehensible were it not Divine, He plunged 
into its depths; found the key; ascended up on 
high ; led captivity captive ; opened the gate of 
Paradise ; and now the kingdom of heaven is open 
to all believers. Well may the apostle, after stating 
that Jesus " suffered without the gate," add, " Let 
us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, 
bearing His reproach." 

" Almighty God, who through Thy only-begotten 
Son Jesus Christ hast overcome death, and opened 
unto us the gates of everlasting life ; we humbly 
beseech Thee, that as, by Thy special grace prevent- 
ing us, Thou dost put into our minds good desires, 
so by Thy continual help we may bring the same to 
good effect; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Grhost, 
ever one God, world without end." 
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XLIIL 

" my dove, that art i^ the clefts of the rock, in the secret places 
of the stairs [i.e., the cliffs], let me see thy countenance, let 
me hear thy voice ; for sweet is thy voice, and thy coimtenance 
is comely. "^^ONQ of Sol. ii. 14. 

HHHIS verse forms part of the well-known passage 
•^ in which Solomon, under Divine inspiration, as 
a skilful artist, paints, as it were, with a few strokes, 
an exquisite picture of a Syrian spring. There is 
no poetic licence, as some suppose. Each allusion 
is made by one who carefully observed and copied 
nature. The time when "the singing of birds is 
come" strictly accords with the appearance of 
" flowers on the earth," the blossoms of the pome-^ 
granate, the tender grapes on the vine, the green 
figs, and " the voice of the turtle." The return of 
the turtle-dove from warmer climes is in Syria an 
evidence of the dawn of spring or early summer ; 
just as in England the note of the cuckoo tells us 
that the " winter is past." " The turtle and the 
crane and swallow observe the time of their coming" 
( Jer. viii. 7). Dr Tristram in his " Natural History 



116 ILLUSTBATIVB TBXTS, 

of the Bible/' writes : " Search the glades and 
valleys even by sultry Jordan, at the end of March, 
and not a turtle-dove is to be seen ; return in the 
second week in April, and clouds of doves are feed- 
ing on the cloves of the plain." 

Interesting as it is to note the accuracy of the 
letter of this inspired allegory, more deeply inter- 
esting is it to read its spirit. Whilst the " singing 
of birds " doubtless represents the spiritual joy 
which rises in the believer's soul when the " winter 
is past," when ^' old things pass away and all 
things become new,'' the "voice of the turtle" may 
probably represent the mourning for sin which is 
inseparable from a spiritual revival, and which tells 
us that spring is come. 

The plaintive note* of the turtle-dove is used in 
the Bible as an emblem of deep sorrow. " We roar 
all like bears, and mourn sore like doves " (Isa. 
lix. 11). By a natural sequence of thought, the 
writer passes from the turtle in the verse before us 
to speak of another species of dove — the rock-pigeon 
— as combining in its habits a fuller emblem of 
spiritual experience. It has in common with the 
voice of the turtle-dove the same sadness of note. 
Hence Ezekiel says, " They that escape of them 
shall escape, and shall be on the mountains like 
doves of the valleys [i.e., of the rocky passes, the 
ravines], all of them mourning, every one for his 
iniquity" (vii. 16). Unlike the turtle, however, it 
avoids the trees, the haunts of men, and buUds its 
nest, as Solomon tells us, " in the clefts of the 
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rock, in the secret places of the stairs " — i.e.y of 
the cliffs ; hence the words of Jeremiah, " ye that 
dwell in Moab, leave the cities and dwell in the 
rocks, and be like the dove that maketh her nest in 
the side of the hole's mouth " (xlviii. 28). Here is 
its security; it has not talons to fight with, but 
swift wings to fly with. It would be a prize for 
every bird of prey, were it not for its secret hiding- 
place. 

What more exquisite image can nature supply of 
a soul helpless in the fight with Satan, sin, and 
self, fleeing for refuge, not to the rock of Sinai — 
there is no cleft in it — but to the smitten Rock in 
Horeb, " which rock is Christ," and there, alone 
with Jesus, " in the secret places of the cliff," 
making confession of sin ? "I did mourn as a 
dove, mine eyes fail with looking upward. Lord, 
I am oppressed ; undertake for me." 

"Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee.** 

This cry of the new-born child makes sweet music 
in the ears of Immanuel, for He " sees of the travail 
of his soul, and is satisfied." ^' Let me see thy 
countenance." "Black" as you confess yourself, 
yet you are " comely " in the comeliness which I 
have put upon thee. " Let me hear thy voice," for 
in the note of my dove I ever hear the voice of the 
Spirit, and therefore it is sweet. "Likewise the 
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities : for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit 
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Itself maketh intercession for ns with groanings 
which cannot be nttered. And He that searcheth 
the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because He maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of Grod *' (Rom, viii. 26, 27). 
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XLIV. 

" woman, great is thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou wilt." — 

St Matt. xv. 28. 

nnHE story of the Syrophenician woman has been 
-*- bequeathed by the Holy Spirit to the Church 
in all ages as an encouragement to perseverance in 
prayer. There can be no greater mistake than to 
imagine that because an answer to prayer is not 
immediately given, therefore the petition is denied. 
Jesus, in the case before us, dealt with the woman 
of Canaan — I say it reverently — as His Father dealt 
with Himself. Not only had Jesus to ask for the 
blessings which He received, — " Ask of me, and I 
shall give thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy posses- 
sion " (Ps. ii. 8), but also to ask perseveringly. We 
hear Him say, "I waited patiently for the Lord; 
and He inclined unto me and heard my cry." The 
continued supplication of this woman was a sure 
evidence that her prayer was answered from the 
first petition, inasmuch as strength was given her 
to persevere. God gives patience to wait, and the 
patience given is itself an evidence that He hears 
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our prayer. God loves to be wrestled with, and 
delays to answer that He may continue to hear the 
voice of His Spirit, which is so sweet to His ears. 

Archbishop Usher, in his sermon on " The Throne 
of Grace," gives an exquisite illustration of this 
thought. " It is said in the Canticles, honey is 
under the lips of the Church : why so ? It is be- 
cause there is no honey sweeter to the palate than 
spiritual prayers to God. And therefore God delays 
to answer thee because He would have more of it. 
If the musicians come and play at our doors and 
windows, if we delight not in their music, we throw 
them out money presently, that they may be gone, 
but if the music please us, we forbear to give them 
money, because we would keep them longer, for we 
like the music. So the Lord loves and delights in 
the sweet words of His children; and therefore 
puts them off and answers them not presently." 

In the case of the Syrophenician woman, we see 
that Christ, in each answer, held out some little 
hope to which her faith could cling ; and faith is 
like a vine which lays hold of the least projection 
of the wall with its tendrils, and thus climbs up- 
ward. God, while He delays to answer, gives 
hopes which faith may grasp. Then when He 
answers, with Divine generosity He says, "Great 
is thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou wilt." 



AND TEXTS ILLUSTRATED. 121 



XLV. 

** I am come into my garden." — SoNO OF Sol. v. 1. 

TN the verse before us, as well as in the passage 
■*- immediately preceding it, Christ compares the 
Church to a garden. "A garden enclosed is my 
sister, my spouse." 

No more striking illustration could be given of 
the Church than the emblem employed. This was 
specially the case as regards the garden of Solomon, 
described in this book, with its plants and flowers 
so delightful to the eye, with its fruits so sweet to 
the taste, and its spices so pleasant to the smell — 
when we remember that several of the plants men- 
tioned were not indigenous to the soil, but brought 
there from foreign lands. " Spikenard and saffron, 
calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankin- 
cense ; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices," 
were exotics — from the highlands and plains of 
India, from Southern Arabia, and the far East. This 
garden, thus considered, becomes an illustrative 
prophecy of the kingdom of Messiah which was to 
include the Gentile as well as the Jew, *^ that they 
might be called (whether Gentile or Jew) trees of 
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Righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He 
might be glorified." The idea is strengthened by 
calling the Church, in chap. iv. 15, "a fountain 
of gardens." Her streams were to refresh many 
lands, and in her mission she was to create gardens 
amid many distant wastes — the parched wilderness 
of the Gentile world was to be glad because of her, 
and the desert was to ^' rejoice and blossom as the 
rose." 

I have chosen the sentence which heads this 
paper, " I am come into my garden," as one of our 
illustrative texts, because I wish to suggest to the 
mind of the reader a thought of a different cha- 
racter — ^viz., that man seems universally to delight 
in a garden. 

The very emblem is suggestive of pleasure. The 
culture of a garden seems one of the purest of plea- 
sures. An English statesman of former times said, 
when writing of a garden, " If we believe the Scrip- 
tures, we must allow that God Almighty esteemed 
the life of man in a garden the happiest He could 
give him, or else He would not have placed Adam 
in that of Eden." The delight of the Man Christ 
Jesus is His garden. No sooner does the Church 
pray, " Let my beloved come into His garden," 
than He immediately answers, " I am come into 
my garden." The second Adam has one deep 
element of interest in His Paradise which the first 
Adam had not in Eden. In His garden each tree 
has been planted and watered, trained and tended 
by Himself. Endless as is the variety, our Solomon 
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knows them all, from the tiny hyssop to the stately 
cedar. When Dioclesian was invited to resume 
' the imperial purple, he exclaimed, " Ah, could you 
but see those fruits and herbs of mine own raising 
at Salona, you would never talk to me of empire I " 
Though Jesus is so highly exalted. His heart is 
amid the " fruits and herbs " of His ** own raising " 
in the garden of the Church on earth. Hence it is 
that He has established a second garden, or Para- 
dise — the Church in Heaven, so that He may be 
gradually transplanting to His more immediate 
presence His trees from one to the other. The 
Church in heaven might often exclaim, " My 
Beloved is gone down into His garden, to the 
beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to 
gather lilies." 

Whenever we are removed from the garden on 
earth, may it not be to hear Christ condemn us as 
fruitless trees to be cast out and burnt, but rather 
to hear Him say, *' This day shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise," in heaven I 
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XLVI. 

" And the common people heard Him gladly." — St Mark xii. 37. 

riHRIST adapted His teaching to the ignorant 
^ crowds around Him by the use of striking and 
homely illustrations. We are told that " the people 
were very attentive to hear Him." Have we not 
the secret of the spell which bound those multi- 
tudes in the words, " Whereunto shall I liken it ? " 
From the commonest features of life Christ drew 
the most sublime lessons. A patch on a garment, 
a platter clean on the outside, a lighted candle, the 
salt, the leaven, are all brought into His teaching. 
He made domestic joys and sorrows convey spiritual 
lessons, and thus the common water of every-day 
life was changed by Jesus into the '* good wine " 
of gospel instruction. His parables are so illus- 
trative and clear that the weakest capacity can 
grasp them, and yet so deep that the most thought- 
ful mind has never fathomed them. The simplicity 
of the teaching of Jesus deceives the thoughtless 
reader as to its depth. 

I well remember a rock near Portsoderic in the 
le of Man, from which, as a boy, I have looked 
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down into the clear watej of the bay. I could see 
every crab and shell and weed on the sand below. 
How shallow I thought it I The very clearness of 
the water deceived me. Time rolled on, and again 
I looked from the same rock. My eye had mean- 
while learned better to calculate distance. How 
clear still, but how deep ! Yet even then I was 
astonished when told its true depth. Who has 
fathomed the words of Jesus ? The " conmaon 
people'* would hear ministers more "gladly," if, 
to use the words of Eobert Hall, they not only 
told their hearers " what things are^ but what they 
are like.^'* 
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xLvn. 

<* One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after ; that 
I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the beaaty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple." 
— Psalm xxvii. 4. 

IT is very probable that the 27th Psalm was com- 
posed by David when banished from Jerusalem 
by the rebellion of Absalom, Whilst breathing a 
spirit of remarkable trust in Jehovah's care, the 
Psalmist expresses his yearning desire to enter 
once again " the house of the Lord." The comforts 
of home, the luxury of power, are swallowed up in 
this, — " one thing have I desired." As a child he 
loved the Father's dwelling-place. " Grod dwells 
in the congregation of the righteous " (Ps. Ixxxii. 
1). In order to understand the force of the ex- 
pression, " Beauty of the Lord," we must remember 
that the tabernacle of Moses was then at Gibeon, 
where it remained until removed by Solomon to 
the temple (2. Chron. i. 3, 4), and that the ark 
alone was on Mount Zion. We are told that David 
" set the Ark of the Lord in the midst of the 
tabernacle that he had pitched for it ; " and then 
he '' offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings 
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before the Lord " (2 Sam. vi. 17). The propitiatory 
was to David the " beauty of the Lord." The mercy 
seat was a mirror in which he saw reflected the 
beauteous grace of God shining in the face of Jesus 
Christ. Each colour of the rainbow has its beauty ; 
one colour may be sombre, another gay, but there 
is a special beauty which arises from the blended 
radiance of all, the combined harmony of the whole. 
To a spiritual perception each attribute of God has 
its beauty. The believer loves God's justice and holi- 
ness as well as His goodness and mercy ; but it is 
in the harmony of all God's attributes, the blending 
of mercy and justice, of holiness and love, of grace 
and truth, as seen in the Cross of Christ, that the 
pardoned sinner beholds the '' Beauty of the Lord ; " 
for there "mercy and truth are met together, 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other." 
" Out of Zion {Le.^ from the propitiatory), the per^ 
fection of beauty y God hath shined" (Ps. 1. 2). 

What, my reader, are your feelings with reference 
to the ordinances of the sanctuary ? The ark was 
but an outward symbol, and yet it was no silent 
preacher ; it had a voice which reached the heart 
of David. If you have realised your guilt, how 
deeply you will love the place where the Gospel 
is proclaimed, where are unfolded the sweet 
mysteries of salvation, and where you celebrate a 
dying Saviour's love I Your fervent desire will be 
to " dwell in the house of the Lord," that you may 
behold His " beauty." 

The Jewish Rabbis say that when Joseph 



128 ILLUSTRATIVE TEXTS, 

collected corn in the years of plenty and filled 
the storehouses with grain, he cast all the chaff 
into the river Nile, that the people dwelling 
on the banks might be cheered when they saw 
these signs of plenty, and that they might say, 
*^ What an abundance of corn must there be in the 
treasury of Joseph ! " The members of Christ's 
kingdom on earth love the " House of the Lord/' 
They love to dwell by the river of His ordinances, 
for there Jesus sends down signs and tokens which 
cheer their hearts, and tell them that in His presence 
is fulness of joy, and at His "right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore." Such can understand 
the feeling of David when he wrote, " One thing 
have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after ; 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to inquire in His temple." 
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XLVIIL 

'* Able to Bave ... to the uttermost." — Hebrkws vii. 25. 

nPHE first verse of the 3rd chapter of the Epistle 
-'- to the Hebrews is really the text of which 
the remainder of the Epistle is the sermon. The 
writer divides his subject into two heads. He asks 
the Hebrew converts to consider Christ : Ist, as the 
antitype of Moses, " the Apostle," the " sent one " 
of God (Exodus iii. 10-15 ; St John xx. 21). 2d, 
As the antitype of Aaron, the High Priest. 

The first point occupies the whole of the 3d 
chapter, and the first 13 verses of the 4th. With 
the 14th verse of the 4th chapter commences the 
consideration of the priesthood of Jesus. The 
introduction of the priesthood of Melchisedec (v. 
6-10, vi. 20, vii. 1, Ac), whilst speaking of the 
typical character of the Aaronic priesthood, at first 
sight seems somewhat to confuse the argument, 
but a moment's consideration of the typology of the 
Old Testament removes any such thought. No 
single emblem or figure can represent the fulness of 
Christ in His person, His work, and His offices ; 
hence a system of dualism pervades the types, aa itx 
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the case of the "two' birds'* connected with the 
cleansing of the leper, and the " two kids of the 
goats " connected with the Day of Atonement. 

Just as through the two lenses of the stereoscope, 
the one object comes out more distinctly, so through 
the two typical priesthoods, the one of Aaron, and 
the other of Melchisedec, the Priesthood of Jesus 
is seen to stand out more clearly and more fully. 
What the one lacked the other supplied. The. two 
points in which Melchisedec typified Christ were 
(1.), that he was a Royal Priest. Such was Christ ; 
He sprung out of Judah, the royal tribe ; in Him 
the prophecy of Zechariah was fulfilled, " He shall 
be a priest upon His throne '* (vi. 13). On this I 
must not dwell. (2.) That he was the only priest 
of his order of whom we have any record. The 
grand imperfection of the Aaronic priesthood was 
that it was one of succession. Aaron died, Eleazar 
died, Jehoiada died, Ac. " They truly were many 
priests, because they were not suffered to continue 
by reason of death " (v. 23). 

How could a dying priesthood typify the ever- 
living priest Christ Jesus ? 

By divine arrangement a priest was chosen whose 
name was Melchisedec. We are not told who was 
his predecessor, nor are we told the name of his 
successor. He stands out on the page of Inspira- 
tion the one and only priest of his line, that he 
might prefigure the " great High Priest of our pro- 
fession, Christ Jesus," who stands alone in His 
aMoe and order, and will stand alone throughout 
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eternity, — " A priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedec." 

From this fact the apostle draws a thought of great 
comfort. " Wherefore He is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing 
He ever liveth to make intercession for them." It 
is a blessed privilege for the minister of the gospel 
to proclaim to the vilest sinner the ability of Jesus 
to save. No verse is more frequently quoted than 
the one before us as a proof of Christ's saving 
powers. But to limit the text to such an applica- 
tion is entirely to misunderstand the argument of 
the apostle, which is, that Christ's continual inter- 
cession is adapted to the continual need of His 
people. The deduction to be drawn from the 
untransmittable nature of Christ's priesthood is 
that He is able to save entirely and completely, that 
He is able to save to the very end. Let me illus- 
trate the point. Never shall I forget the recorded 
experience of a pervert from the Church of England 
to that of Rome, whp, for the first time, went to 
confession. The shame and the anguish of opening 
out the most secret thoughts to a fellow-man were 
intense. Supposing that after a few years the 
priest died, again would that person have to lace- 
rate every feeling by opening out his mind afresh to 
a stranger. Not so with the penitent who has con- 
fessed his sins to Jesus, the true and only Priest 
who is alone able to give absolution. 

"He never dies! — He is able to save evermore^ 
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession, for W* 
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Let XLS go to the deathbed of some departing 
saint. You ask, " Is Christ with yon now?" The 
dying one answers, " Yes, oh ! yes.'' By and by 
the dying one is too feeble even to speak. Perhaps 
again yon say, "Is Jesns with yon still?" The 
motion of the hand, or the lips, or the smile on the 
face, answer, " Yes ; " and when death has settled 
on the brow and yon feel that you stand at the 
entrance of the dark valley, through which the soul 
is now passing. One is stiU near Whose rod and 
Whose staff support and comfort ; He fulfils His 
promise, "I will never leave thee nor forsake th^e.*' 
" Wherefore He is able also to save them to the very 
end who come to God by Him, seeing He ever livetii 
to make intercession for them." 



THE END. 
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drop's Mission. By Mrs Marshall, Author of ''Stellafont Abbey.*' 
MauUl Crown Svo, js* 6d. cloth. 



JAMES NISBET AND CO. 



SIMPLE MEMORIALS OF A BELOVED SON. 

Small Crown 8vo, zs. 6d. cloth. 



THREE PATHS IN LIFE. A Story for Girls. By 

Ellen Barlbb. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

FRITZ ; or, The Struggles of a Young Life. By the Author 

of " Max." Translated from the German. x6mo, is. 6d. cloth. 



THE DEATH OF SELF, THE LIFE OF SER. 

VICE. Lectures on Isaiah vi., preached in Portman Chapel, during Lent, 
1872. By the Rev. J. W. Reeve, M.A. Small Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. cloto. 
** Weighty truths expressed with much earnestness and plainness.'* — Church of 
England Magazine. 

" Can hardly be too fervently commended to the attention of the Christian 
reader." — Jiecor-t 



1 



THE BEATITUDES OF THE KINGDOM. By the 

Rev. J . Oswald Dykes, M.A. Second Edition, Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
" The purity of Mr. Dykes's language and the lucidity of thought and expression, 
combine to render this one of the choicest contributions to Christology which we have 
lately met with." — Nonconformist. 

THE PIONEERS. A Tale of the Western Wilderness. 

Illustrative of the Adventures and Discoveries of Sir Alexander Mackenzie. 
By R. M. Ballantvnb, author of "The Lifeboat," &c. Small Crown 8vo, 
2S. 6d. cloth. 
** A delightful book of adventure." — Atkenceum. 



WELSH CALVINISTIC METHODISM. By the Re7. 

William Williams, Crickhowel. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
" Another stirring record of the wonderful way in which the grace of God some- 
times works upon multitudes It is good to read such a record of self- 
denying faithfulness." — Sunday Magazitte. 



THE MINISTRY OF SONG. By Frances Ridley 

Havrrgal. Third Edition. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
** A book of verse, refined in taste and in spirit also." — British and Foreign 
Evangelical Review. 

ANNALS OF ENGLISH PRESBYTERY, FROM 

THE EARLIEST PERIOD TO THE PRESENT TIME. By the Rev. 

Thos. McCrik, D.D.,, LL.D., author of '* Sketches of Scottish Church 

History." &c. Small Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. 
** A valuable historic contribution." — Christian Work, 
** A book full of interest" — Record. 



CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION FOUNDED ON THE 

CATECHISM OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. In three suc- 
cessive Steps. By the Rev. W. Dalton, B.D. Eleventh Edition. Small 
Crown 8vo, 3S. cloth. Also, separately, zst Step, ad. ; and Stei^^ &(L \ is^ 
Step, zod. 
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TRUTH IN CHRIST. By the Rev. F. Whitfield, 

M.A., author of " Voices from the Valley." Third Edition, Small Crown 8vo, 
IS. 6d. cloth. 
" His readers will find his notes and comments very valuable when peru&ed in 
conjunction with the pa.ssages on which they are founded.*' — Rock. 



HEAVENLY PLACES. Addresses on the Book of 

Joshua. By Stbvbnson A Blackwood. Second Edition. Small Crown 
8vo, 2S. cloth limp ; as. 6d. boards. 
" Sound, earnest, and practical enforcement of Evangelical truth." — Evangelical 
Magazine. 

AN EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL COM- 
MENTARY ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. Intended chiefly as a help 
to Family Devotion. Edited and continued by the Rev. W. Dalton, B.D. 
Fourth Edition. 2 vols. 8vo, 24s. cloth. 



SOWING AND REAPING. Life of the late Rev. J. T. 

Tucker, Missionary of the Church Missionary Society to Tinnevelly. By the 
Rev. G. Pettitt, Vicar of St Jude's, Birmingham. Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 
cloth. With Portrait 
"One of the most interesting and important of missionary publications." — 
Christian Work. 



THE IRON HORSE ; or, Life on the Line. A Railway 

Tale. By R. M. Ballantvnk, author of " The Lifeboat,** &c. Second 
Edition. With Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. 

** A captivating book for boys." — Guardian. 

** A most engaging tale, in which there is also a substratum of very useful prac- 
tical mformation." — Inverness Courier. 



ST.' PAUL IN ROME ; or, the Teachings, FeUowships, 

and Dying Testimony of the great Apostle in the City of the Caesars. Being 
Sermons preached in Rome diuing the Spring of 1871. With a copious Intro- 
duction, containing details of Local, Historical, and Legendary interest, 
gathered on the spot By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D. With Photograph. 
Second Edition. Small crown 8vo, 4s. 6d cloth. 

** Simple, earnest, and evangelical." — Evangelical Magaziiu. 



THE CULTURE OF PLEASURE; or, The Enjoy- 

ment of Life in its Social and Religious Aspects. By the author of '* The 
Mirage of Life." Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 6s. cloth. 

" A very readable, enjoyable and profitable work." — The Daily Telegraph. 

" A pleasant volume to read ; full of anecdote an4 illustration. It has a flavour 
of the raciness of the Doctor of Southey and of the philosophy of the Lacoa of 
Colton." — The English Churchman. 
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INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF 

THE LATE REV. A. R. C. DALLAS, M.A., Rector of Wonston. 
By His Widow. With Portrait. Second Edition. Demy 8vo, los. 6d. cloth. 
** An important and well-timed contribution to the religious biography of the 
xiiacteeDth century." — Christian Observer. 
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STORIES OF VINEGAR HILL. lUustrative of the 

Parable of the Sower. By the author of "The Golden Ladder." With 
coloured Illustrations. Small crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

" An admirable example of the way in which the teachings of Scripture, and 
especially the parables of the Lord, may be used so as to engage the attention and 
sympathy of children." — Nonconformist. 



THE HOUSE IN TOWN. A sequel to "Opportunities." 

By the author of " The Wide Wide World," &c. With coloured Illustrations. 
Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 
*' As attractive in its outer adornment as in its interesting story."*— Daily Review, 



THE SONG OF THE NEW CREATION, AND 

OTHER PIECES. By the Rev. Horatius Bonar, D.D. Author of 
" Hymns of Faith and Hope/' Crown 8vo, 5s. doth. Cheap Edition, samo, 
IS. 6d., cloth, circuit or gilt edges. 
" Fresh specimens of that poetic power by which the author has often driven 

away evil spirits from the hearts of men and cheered them in the dark.'* — British 

and Foreign Evangelical Review. 



SYNOPTICAL LECTURES ON THE BOOKS OF 

HOLY SCRIPTURE. First Series— Genesis to Canticles. By the Rev. 
Donald Eraser, MA. Second Edition. Post Svo, 6s cloth. 
Singularly interesting, instructive, and comprehensive lectures." — Record. 
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TALES OF THE WARRIOR JUDGES. A Sunday 

Book for Boys. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D. Foolscap Svo, as. 6d. 
cloth. With Illustrations. 
*' Told with freshness and (oTce."*— Evangelical Magasim^. 



LITTLE SUNBEAMS. Stories by Joanna H. Matthews. 

With Coloured Illustrations. Second Edition. Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
" Many important lessons are taught in its pages, which, whale never dull, are 
always instructive." — Rock. 

A TALE OF TWO OLD SONGS. The Bridge and 

the Village Blacksmith. By the Hon. Mrs. Clifford-Butlbr. Second 
Edition. Small crown Svo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 

ALSO 

A SUNBEAM'S INFLUENCE ; or, Eight Years After. 

By the same Author. Small crown Svo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 
" This lady writes very pleasantly and without exaggeration.** — Evening 
Standard. ** Well-written and somewhat pathetic tales." — Record. 



THE MIRACLES OF OUR LORD. A Course of 

School-room Lectures. By the late Rev. E. Walkbr. D.C.L., Rector of Chel- 
tenham. Edited by a Member of the Congregation. Crown Svo, 5s. cloth. 
** Model examples of what, we think, deserves to be called ' preaching the 
Word.' *—Our Own Fireside. 



EARTHLY SHADOWS OF THE HEAVENLY 

KINGDOM. By the Rev. F. Whitfield, M.A. Author of " Christ in tke 
Word." Small Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
" Contains many valuable applications an&.VA»stac«SMn& <A ^Bc«aX\x>aii^&r — Ko 
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DRAYTON HALL. Stories Illustrative of the Beatitudes. 

By the author of " Nettie's Mission," &c With coloured lUustratioos. Small 
crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

" For boys, few better or more healthy stories could be found." — English lude- 
fendent. 

WITHOUT AND WITHIN. A New England Story. 

With coloured Illustrations. Small crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

" The story is well told ; the characters are well delineated ; the pathetic and 
the humorous are skilfoDy \AvaAe^.^— Maryland Church Record. 

THE DAY OF BEREAVEMENT ; Its Lessons and its 

Consolatioiis. By G. W. Mylnb, Author of ** Reposing ia Jesus," &c. 
x6mo, IS. 6d. doth. 
' Word»y>ww the heart, which wiH reach to the heart."— C?«r Own Fireside. 
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MEMORIES OF PATMOS; or, Some of the Great 

Words and Visions of the Apocalypse. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.I>. 
With Vignette. Fifth Thousand. Post 8vo, 6s. 6d., cloth. 
*' Dr. Macduff has giren us a volume of beautiful thoM|;hts, and has clothed 
these thoughts with language which is at once elegant and forcible." — Rock, 




MOSES THE MAN OF GOD. A Series of Lectures 

by the late Jambs Hamilton, D.D., F.L.S. Second Edition. Small Crown 
8vo, 5s., cloth. 

"Graceful description, imaginative reconstructioa, unconventioaal, and often 
very ingenious, sometimes learned disquisition, with the light gp-aceful touch of 
poetic style and delicate fancy.*' — British Quarterly Review. 

LAYS OF THE HOLY LAND. Selected from Ancient 

and Modem Poets by the Rev. Horatius Bonar, D.D. New Edition, 
with Illustrations from original Photographs and Drawings. Crown 4to, 
X3S., cloth. 

"The Holy Land is a subject to which ail great poets have devoted some of 
their best endeavours, and these are now brought together and adorned by illustra- 
tions worthy of such a text. . . . The volume wiU long remain a favourite.'^ — 
Times. 

THE FLOATING LIGHT OF THE GOODWIN 

SANDS. A Tate by R. M. Ballantvne, Author of ** The Lifd)oat,'' &c. 
With Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. 

" As full of incident, as healthy in tone, and as fresh and vigorous ia style as 
any of its predecessors." — Scotsman. 

LITTLE ELSIE'S SUMMER AT MALVERN. By 

the Hon. Mrs. Clifford Butlbr. Royal i6mo, 3s.6d. cloth. With Illuskratioos. 
" A pleasing little story of a good little girl— her pleasures and her pets."— 
Daily Telegraph. 

WHAT SHE COULD, AND OPPORTUNITIES TO 

DO IT. By the Author of *' The Wide Wide World." With Coloured IHus- 
trations. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. clodi. 

^A capital book for girls."— Z>at/ir Review. 
fChwand interesting little book."— Gio^ow HeraU. 
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GLEN LUNA ; or, Dollars and Cents. By Anna Warner, 

Author of "The Golden Ladder." New Edition. With Coloured Illus- 
trations. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

" A really good tales"— /?<«:>&. 

" Sure to increase in popularity.** — Etigiuk Preshyterutn Mtssenger. 

THE ATONEMENT ; in its Relations to the Covenant, the 

Priesthood, and the Intercession of our Lord. By the Rev. Hugh Martin, 
D.D. Post 8 vo, 6s. cloth. 
** A volume written with remarkable vigour and earnestness.*' — British Quarterly 
Revievj. 

" Well worthy of a careful perusal, and we cordially recommend it to all our 
readers, and especially to ministersand students of theology." — Evangelical Witness, 



THE LIFE OF THE LATE JAMES HAMILTON, 

D.D., F.L.S. By the Rev. William Arnot, Exiinburgh. Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

cloth. With Portrait. 
N ** We rejoice to recommend this volume as a congenial and worthy record of one 
of the noblest and most fruitful lives with which me Church of Christ has been 
Messed in modem days. The editor's work has been done with admirable judgment*' 
— Weekly Review. 

A MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. WILLIAM C. 

BURNS, M.A., Missionary to China. By the late Professor Islav Burns, 
D.D., Glasgow. Crown 8vo, 6s. cloth. With Portrait. Cheap Edition. 
Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
" A more apostolic life has rarely been spent • • . It is impossible to esti- 
mate too highly the good that may now fron this record of Christian life and labour.'* 
— Sunday Magazine. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER. Lectures by the Rev. Adolph 

Saphir, B.A., Greenwich. Fourth Edition. Small Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. 
** A work so wide in its range of thought, and .so concentrated in its doctrinal 
teachings, so rich and weH packed, yet so simple and interesting, and so dear, pure, 
and intelligible in expression does not often make its appearance."— C^fir^Mic 
Work, 

CHRIST IN THE WORD. By the Rev. Frederick 

Whitfield, M. A., Author of '* Voices from the Valley,** &c. Second Edition. 
Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

'Very able and searching applications of spiritual truth."— 0»r Own Fireside, 
Excellent readJog ibr the closet and family circle." — Watchman, 






THE SHEPHERD AND HIS FLOCK; or, The Keeper 

of Israel and the Sheep of His Pasture. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D. 
With Vignette. Eleventh Thousand. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
"A remarkably well-written volume, eminently practical and devout in its tone, 
and one which spiritually-miaded persons will read with both pleasure and pro&t.** — 
Journal a/ Sacred Literature. 

ERLING THE BOLD. A Tale of the Norse Sea-Kings. 

By R. M. Ballantynb, Author of *' The Lifeboat," &c. With Illustrations 
by die Author. Crown 8vo. s& cloth. >^ 

** The story is cleverly designed, and abounds wvth.dLem«a\& ^j!1 t«asas»!ttK.\BSK«ax\ N^ 
and the authors illustratioiis arc scarcely less vls^otcraA VkMi\a&\.«K.O* — AiW«»M«M.'m. 
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LIGHT AND TRUTH. BiUe Thoughts and Themes— 

First, Second, Third, Foorth, aad Fiftk Scries— i. Thk Olx> Testament. 
2. The Gospels. > The Acts a-kd the Lakgkk Epistles. 4. The 
Lessee Epistles. 5. The Revelation of St- John. By tbc Rev. 
HoKATius Ron AS, DJ). Cro>«rn 8to, cadi 5s. dkkk. 

** Rich in matter and vcr>' suggesdve." — CkrittioM Advocate. 
" Valuable -work. It coatains a scries of Ivicf e^positioas wdl suited for private 
or fior family readiag." — Kecetnd. 



LECTURES ON HOSEA XIV. Preached in Portman 

Chapel during Lent, 2869. By tke Rev. J. W. Rests, M.A. Small Crcmn 
8vo, 3E. 6d. doth. 

" It would be hard to over-estimate die amoant of Gospd truth, practical exhor- 
tatioo, plain ^>caking. and affectionate interest in the spiritual weliare of bis people, 
contained in these six lectures.*' — Record. 



SERMONS. Preached at King s Lynn. By the late Rev. 

E. L. Hull, B. A. Frst and Second Series. Post Svo, each 6s. doth. 
*' This new volume of twenty sermons has aD the claims of the first — tke same 
happy use of Scripture, the same clear and firm grasp of the prindple of every text 
he selected, the same earnest longing after the beauty and holiness on which he has 
DOW entered, the same play of imaginatioa, the same freshness of thought, and 
fitness of utteraaoe. ** — Freet^ 



THE TITLES OF OUR LORD; A Series of Sketches 

for Every Sunday in the Christian Year, to be used in Bible-Class, Sunday 
School, aad Private Study. By the Rev. Rowley Hill, M.A., Vicar of Frant. 
i6mo, i& 6d. doth. 

" The idea is excellent. . . . The matter b weU anaoged, free from repe- 
titioos, and in exposition thoroug^y scripturaL*" — Record. 



STEPPING HEAVENWARD. By Mrs. Prentiss. 

Sixth Edition. Author of " Little Susy's Six Birthdays,** &c. With Coloured 
Illustrations. Small Crown Svo, 2s. 6d. doth. 

" A faithful diary, recordii^ the experiences of a good and gentle soul ia its 
coward march to a better land." — Rock. 



THE ROMANCE OF NATURAL HISTORY. First 

and SeoHxi Series. By. P. H. Gosse, F.R.S. With many lUustrations. 
Small Crown Svo, ea<m 3s. 6d. doth. 

** A very pleasing and attractive work." — Times. 

** It would be difficult to find more attractive gift books for the young.** — Record. 



BOOKS FOR WAYFARERS. By Akna Warner, Author 

of the " Golden Ladder." 32mo, doth. x. Wayfaring Hymns, Original and 
Selected. 6d. 2. The Melody of the Twenty-Third Psalm. 8d. 3. 
The other Shore. Part I., 8d. ; Part II., 6d. ; complete, zs. 

"There is an tmction and a beauty about the books that weU fit them to be 
pocket or table companions." — Freeman. 

**Two little books, beautiful without and -wtima^.** — Engiuk PreshyterioM 
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MEMORIALS OF THE LATE JAMES HEN- 

DERSON, M.D., F.RCS.E. Medical Missionary to China. With Appendix. 
Sixth Edition. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. With Portrait Also, Cheap 
and Abridged Edition, z6mo, is. cloth limp. 

*' The memorials of Dr. Henderson form as beautiful and exhilarating a little 

history as it has been for some time our task or pleasure to read It is 

the story of one of those noble lives before which power and difl5culty recoil, and 
give up the contest"— Ecleciic Revie^v. 



NOONTIDE AT SYCHAR ; or, The Story of Jacob's 

Well. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D. With Vignettes. Eighth 
Thousand. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

'* One of the most attractive of the many pleasant and profitable religious studies 
published by Dr. Macduff.** — Daily Review. 



DEEP DOWN. A Tale of the Cornish Mines. By R. M. 

Ballantvnb, Author of "The Life Boat," etc. With Illustrations. Small 
Crown 8vo, ss. cloth. 

*' This is just the subject for Mr. Ballantyne, whose stories in connection with 
that enterprise and adventure which have made England great are amongst the best 
of modern days." — Daily News. 



TALES FROM ALSACE ; or, Scenes and Portraiu from 

Life in the Days of the Reformation, as drawn from Old Chronicles. Trans* 
lated from the German. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d cloth. 

" We have not for a long time perused a more delightful book. 

we are certain wherever it is read it will be a great favourite with young and old." — 
Daily Review. 



BEACONS OF THE BIBLE. By the Very Rev. Henry 

Law. ma.. Dean of Gloucester, Author of ** Christ is All," etc. Small 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
" Dr. I^aw's work overflows with striking and beautiful images, briefly expressed 
in short, incisive sentences, often musical in their cadence, and melodious as poetry 
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THE WORKS OF THE LATE JAMES HAMILTON, 

D.D., F.L.S. Complete in Six Vols., Post 8vo, each 7s. 6d. cloth. 
** More than most men he has embalmed his qualities in his writings. . . They 
well deserve to be published in a permanent form, and this handsome library edition 
will be a great boon to many families." — Freeman. 



RIGHTS AND WRONGS: or. Begin at Home. By M. M. 

Gordon, Author of "Work; Plenty to Do, and How to Do it." Small 

Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. limp cluth. 
** The purpose of the publication is for circulation amongst the female inmates of 
cottages and working men s houses, or to be read at mothers or daughters' meeting. 
For these ends it will be found exceedingly suitable, aod^U^d \n Vu& Nrv^<^ >a»&<iSi^^ — 
Aberdeen Free Press. 
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FROM SEVENTEEN TO THIRTY. The Town Life 

of a Youth from the Country ; its Trials, Temptations, and Advantages. 

Lessons from the History of Joseph. By the Rev. Thomas Binnky. Fifth 

Edition. Small Crown 8vo, is. 6d. cloth. i^ 

^ " Nothing can exceed the quiet dignity, beauty, and simplicity of style in which 
this book is written. Not only is it a model of wise scriptural exposition, but we 
cannot at this moment recall anything that approaches it'* — English Independent. 



MEMORIES OF OLIVET. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, 

D.D. With Vignette. Seventh Thousand. Post 8vo, 6s. 6d. cloth. 

'*The almost photographic clearness with which every point around Jerusalem is 
described, and the frequent thoug;h unobtrusive illustration of the sacred text from 
eastern life, together with the vivid realization of the movements of our Saviour 
during the last few days of his earthly career, make the Memories of Olivet a most 
valuable companion in the study of the preacher and teacher, and in the chamber of 
the home student." — Record, 



THE LIFE OF THE LATE REV. DR. MARSH, 

of Beddington. By his Daughter, the Author of " English Hearts and Eng- 
lish Hands," etc. With Portrait Eighth Edition. Post 8vo, xos. cloth ; 
Fourth and Cheap Edition, Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth. 

** We have read this volume with much interest, and can recommend it as an ex- 
cellent account of Dr. Marsh's life and career, and of the associations connected with 
them. " — Tintes. 
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THE PEARL OF PARABLES. Notes on the Parable 

of the Prodigal Son. By the late Jambs Hamilton, D.D. x6mo, zs. 6d. cloth. 

** A book like this is a very rich enjoyment for both mind and heart. A more fitting 
gift-book for young men could hardly be conceived." — British Quarterly Review. 

PLAIN SERMONS ON THE GOSPEL MIRACLES. 

By the Rev. Arthur Roberts, M.A. Crown 8vo, ss. cloth. 

"Plain and simple, without attempt at critical disquisition or philosophical 
inquiry, they are earnest, scriptural, and attractive. The style, with nothing lofty 
in it, is pleasant, and the sermons are thoroughly readable.'* — Church 0/ England 
Magazine. 

THE SHADOW AND THE SUBSTANCE. A Second 

Series of ^ Addresses by Stevknson A. Blackwood. Small Crown 8vo. 
2S. cloth limp, 2S. 6d. cloth boards. 
"A very thoughtful and thoroughly scriptural view of the Passover. ... To 
those who wish for useful reading to adult classes, or to mothers' meetings, we com- 
mend this book." — Record. 

THE PROPHET OF FIRE; or, The Life and Times of 

Elijah, and their Lessons. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D. Eighth 
Thousand. Post 8vo, 6s. 6d. cloth. 
" Full of incident, rich in illustration, smooth and pleasing in style, and abounding 
in practical lessons/' — English Presbyterian Messenger. 

ST. PAUL ; His Life and Ministry to the Close of his 

Third Missionary Journey. By the Rev. Thomas Binney. Crown 8vo, 
5^. cloth. 
"Mr. Binney has elaborated into a volume his magnificent lectures on St Paul's 
Life and Ministry. . . . Mr. Binney's booVs uttd tvo coxnxEuuvdation of ours."— 
^uar/er/y Messenger Young MetCs Qhrisiian A^tocwXwn^ 



JAMES NISBET AND CO. II 

FIFTY-TWO SHORT SERMONS FOR FAMILY 

READING. By Horatius Bonar, D.D. Crown 8vo, 6s. cloth. 
** These are short plain sermons for family reading, and are admirably fitted for 
so good a purpose." — English Presbyterian Messenger. 



HYMNS OF FAITH AND HOPE. By Horatius Bonar, 

D.D. Firstj Second, and Third Series, Crown 8vo, each 3s. cloth.^ Also, 
Pocket Editions, Royal 32mo, each is. 6d. Also a Royal Edition, printed at 
the Chiswick Press, and handsomely bound. Post 8vo, 7&. 6d. cloth. 

^ " There is a freshness and vigour, an earnestness and a piety in these compo- 
sitions, which is very gratifjring. The language is highly poetical." — Evangelical 
Christendom. 



ILLUSTRATIVE GATHERINGS FOR PREACH- 
ERS AND TEACHERS. By the Rev. G. S. Bowes, B.A. First and 
Second Series, Small Crown 8vo, each, 3s. 6d. cloth. 
'' Its tone is thoroughly evangelical and spiritual, and it is fitted to furnish useful 

hints and illustrations to the Christian teacher." — Christian Witness. 



ENGLISH HEARTS AND ENGLISH HANDS ; or, 

The Railway and the Trenches. By the Author of " Memorials of Captain Hed- 
ley Vicars." Seventy- Fifth Thousand. Small Crown 8vo, 5s. clotn. Also a 
Cheaper Edition, 2s. cloth limp. 

'' The Memorials of Vicars and these Memorials of the Crystal Palace Navvies 
are books of precisely the same type, and must not be overlooked. We recognize 
in them an honesty of purpose, a purity of heart, and a warmth of human affection, 
combined with a religious faith, that are very beautifuL" — Times. 



THE EXETER HALL LECTURES TO YOUNG 

MEN, from their commencement in 1845-6, to their termination b 186^-5, all 
imiformly printed, and handsomely bound in cloth, and embellished with por- 
traits of the Friends and Patrons of the Young Men's Christian Associauon. 
Complete in 20 vols., price 6f each volume, 4s. ; or the whole series for ;^3. 

MATTHEW HENRY'S COMMENTARY ON THE 

HOLY BIBLE, comprising upwards of 7000 Pages, well printed (the Notes as 
well as the Text in clear and distinct type) on good paper, forming Nine 
Imperial 8vo volumes, and handsomely bound in cloth. Price JG3 3s. cloth. 

*«* The work may also be had in a variety of extra bindings, of which a list 

will be forwarded on application. 



THE REV. THOS. SCOTT'S COMMENTARY ON 

THE HOLY BIBLE, comprising Marginal References, a copious Topical 
Index, Fifteen Maps, and Sixty- nine Engravings, illustrative of Scripture 
Incidents and Scenery. Complete in 6 vok. 4to, published at £^ 4s., now 
offered for £2 los. 

THE BIBLE MANUAL: an Expository and Practical 

Commentary on the Books of Scripture, arranged in Chronological Order : 
forming a Hand-book of Biblical Elucidation for the use of Families, SchooU^ 
and Students of the Word of God. Translated froxxv iVvfc Q»«rc!KKa. "^ wSil^ 
edited by the late Rev. Dr. C. G. Bartk, oi CaNw. "^mxXkoCwsi^. "Y^ais^ 
EditJon. Imperial 8vo, zas. cloth. 



12 WORKS PUBLISHED BY 



THE WORD SERIES. 

By EbiZABBTH Wether ALL and Anna Lothrop, Authors of "The Wide Wide 
World." With Coloured Illustrations. Crown 8vo, each 3s. 6d. doth. 

1. WALKS FROM EDEN: The Scripture Story from the 

Creation to the Death of Abraham. 

2. THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL: The Scripture Story 

from the Birth of Isaac to the Death of Jacob. 

3. THE STAR OUT OF JACOB: The Scripture 

Story Illustrating the Holier Portion of the Gospel Narratnre. 



THE GOLDEN LADDER SERIES. 

Uniform in size and binding, with coloured Illustrations. Crown 8vo, doth. 



1. THE GOLDEN LADDER: Stories Illustrative of the 

Eight Beatitudes. By Elizabeth and Anna Warner. 3s. 6d. 

2. THE WIDE WIDE WORLD. By Euzabeth 

Warner. 3s. 6d. 

3. QUEECHY. By the same. 3s. 6d. 

4. MELBOURNE HOUSE. By the same. 33. 6d. 

5. DAISY. By the same. 38. 6d. 

6. THE OLD HELMET. By the same. 3s. 6cL 

7. THE THREE LITTLE SPADES. By the same. 

2S. 6d. 

8. NETTIE'S MISSION: Stories Illustrative of the Lord's 

Prayer. By Alice Gray. 3s. 6d. 

9. DAISY IN THE FIELD. By Elizabeth Warner. 

3s 6d. 

0. STEPPING HEAVENWARD. By Mrs. Prentiss. 

Author of " Little Su.sy." 2s. 6d. 

1. WHAT SHE COULD, AND OPPORTUNITIES. 

Tales by Elizabeth Warner. 3s. 6d. 

2. GLEN LUNA. By Anna Warner. 3s. 6d. 

3. DRAYTON HALL. Stories Illustrative of the Beatitudes. 

By Alice Gray. 3s. 6d. 

4. WITHOUT AND WITHIN. A New England Story. 

3s. 6d, 

5. VINEGAR HILL STORIES. Illustrative of the 

Parable of the Sower. By Anna Warner. 3s. 6d. 

6. THE HOUSE IN TOWN. A Sequel to ** Oppor- 

tunities." By Elizabeth Warner. 2s. 6d. 

7. LITTLE SUNBEAMS. By H. Matthews. 3s. 6d. 
18. TRADING. Finishing the Story of "The House in 

Town." By Elizabeth Warner. 2S. 6d. 

ip. THE HOUSE IN TOW^ AND TRADING. In 

One Vol., 3s, 6d. 



JAMES NISBET AND CO. 1 3 

THE ONE SHILLING JUVENILE SERIES. 

Uniform in size and binding, z6mo, Illustrations, each is. cloth. 



1. CHANGES UPON CHURCH BELLS. By C. S. H. 

2. GONZALEZ AND HIS WAKING DREAMS. By 

\^, s. a. 

3. DAISY BRIGHT. By Emma Marshall. 

4. HELEN ; or, Temper and its Consequences. By Mrs. G. 

Gladstone. 

5. THE CAPTAIN'S STORY; or, The Disobedient Son. 

By W. S. Martin. 

6. THE LITTLE PEATCUTTERS ; or, The Song of 

Love. By Emma Marshall. 

7. LITTLE CROWNS, AND HOW TO WIN THEM. 

By the Rev. J. A. Collier. 

8. CHINA AND ITS PEOPLE. By a Missionary's Wife. 

9. TEDDY'S DREAM ; or, A Little Sweep's Mission. 

0. ELDER PARK; or, Scenes in our Garden. By Mrs. 

Alfred Payne, Author of " Nature's Wonders." 

1. HOME LIFE AT GREYSTONE LODGE. By 

the Author of '* Agnes Falconer." 

2. THE PEMBERTON FAMILY, and other Stories. 

3. CHRISTMAS AT SUNBURY DALE. By W. 

B. B., Author of ** Clara Downing's Dream." 

4. PRIMROSE; or. The BeUs of Old Effingham. By 

Mrs. Marshall. 

5. THE BOY GUARDIAN. By the Author of «*Dick 

and his Donkey." 

6. VIOLET'S IDOL. By Joanna H. Matthews. 

7. FRANK GORDON. By the Author of « The Young 

Marooners.*' And LITTLE JACK'S FOUR LESSONS. By the Author 
of " The Golden Ladder." 

8. THE COTTAGE BY THE CREEK. By the Hon. 

Mrs. Clifford-Butler. 

9. THE WILD BELLS AND WHAT THEY RANG. 

By W. S. Martin. 

20. TO-DAY AND YESTERDAY. A Story of Winter 

and Summer Holidays. By Mrs. Marshall. 

21. GLASTONBURY; or the early British Christians. By 

Mrs. Alfred Payne. 

22. MAX ; a Story of the Oberslein ¥ore^% 



l6 WORKS PUBLISHED BY JAMES NISBET AND CO. 

THE SELECT SERIES. 

Crown 8vo, each 3s. 6d. cloth. Bound by Burn. Most of them with Illustrations. 



1. DERRY. A Tale of the Revolution. By Charlotte 

Elizabeth. 

2. THE LAND OF THE FORUM AND THE 

VATICAN. By the Rev. Newman Hall, LL.B. 

3. THE LISTENER. By Caroline Fry. 

4. DAYS AND NIGHTS IN THE EAST ; or, Illus- 

trations of Bible Scenes. By the Rev. Horatius Bonar, D.D. 

5. THE HOLY WAR. By John Bunyan. 

6. THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. By John Bunyan. 

7. THE MOUNTAINS OF THE BIBLE ; Their 

Scenes and their Lessons. By the Rev. John Macfarlanb, LL.D. 

8. HOME AND FOREIGN SERVICE ; or, Pictures 

in Active Christian Life. 

9. LIFE. A Series of Illustrations of the Divine Wisdom 

in the Forms, Structures, and Instincts of Animals. By Phillip H. 
GossE, F.R.S. 

0. LAND AND SEA. By P. H. Gosse, F.R.S. 

1. JOHN KNOX AND HIS TIMES. By the Author 

of " The Story of Martin Luthejc," etc, 

2. HOME IN THE HOLY LAND. By Mrs. Finn. 

3. A THIRD YEAR IN JERUSALEM. A Tale 

Illustrating Incidents and Customs in Modem Jenisalem. By Mrs. Finn. 

4& 1 5. THE ROMANCE OF NATURAL HISTORY. 

By P. H. Gosse, F.R.S. First and Second Series. 

6. BYEWAYS IN PALESTINE. By James Finn, Esq. 

F.R.A.S., late H M. Consul of Jerusalem and Palestine. 

7. BLOOMFIELD. a Tale by Elizabeth Warren, 

Author of " John Knox and his Times," &c. 

8. TALES FROM ALSACE ; or, Scenes and Portraits 

from Life in the Days of the Reformation, as drawn from old Chronicles. 
Translated from the German. 

9. HYMNS OF THE CHURCH MILITANT. Edited 

by the Author of "The Wide Wide World." 

20. THE- PHYSICIAN'S DAUGHTERS; or, The 

Spring Time of Woman. By the Author of ** Wandering Homes and their 
Influences," &c 

21. WANDERING HOMES AND THEIR INFLU- 
ENCES. By the author of "T\ve'P\vvs\dMOsT>a.>\^\Rx%." 



liefuierson. Rait &* Fenian, PHnUrs, ^^, Bemers Street, Oxford Street. 



